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Bleſſedis the man that endureth temptation a when 
he is tried, hee ſhall receive the Crowne 0 whe 
which the Lord hath promiſed to them that 
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TO 
THE WORSHIPFVL 


| and vertuous Lady,the Lady, 
| loan ALTHaAm, temporall 
| 
| 


happineſle, and eternall | 
bletſednelle, _ 


Lo 
— 


Goop MaDame: 
ILY BEST AT it pleaſe your Lady- 
ASH IN (bip to accept this ſmall 
| ( 2 treatiſe, of the right hea= | 
Jl [& ring of the word. Smallit 
BW © 15,not inreſpett of the ſub- 
"© ett; for to be agood bea- 
| reris no leſſe excellent a gift of grace, then to 
be a good ſpeaker : but inreſpett of theforme, 
phraſe, and manner of handling thereof , 
| wherein I haue faſhioned my ſelfe to the capa- 
 citie of vulgar ignorant people, euen ſuch like 
as by Gods prouidence I haue heene called vn- 
£0,990 are fitter for milke then ſtrong meates. * 
| 4 & Yet | ( 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


Tet whatſoener it is , ſuch it ſhall be, as your 
Ladiſhip ſhall accept it, anil to ſpeake ingeni- 
ouſly without flatterie , which 7 euer bated , 
your amiable diſpofition to Vertue, Q& Piety , 
in your yong age,As I well obſerued, when here- 
tofore I lived at the houſe of the good Knight | 
Sir lohn Leuenthorp your father ; and my | 
often remembrance thereof” ypon occaſions, 
and now vpon this occafion alſo,as alſo the fin- 
gular duty that Towe to your ancient,and tru. 
ly honoured familie, and to you in ſpeciall, 
baue moued me, and made me the bolder to of- 
fer this purworthy Preſent vuto you, defiring 
youro accept it only as a token of a thankful 
minde, and fincere affefttion; which remaine 
euer diſpoſed to the performance of any ſeruice 
wherein your Ladiſhip by me may be pleaſu- 
red. 


Your Ladiſhips in all 
From Botterwike in Holland, 
neere Boflon in Lixcoln- dutie fo command 
ſhire, 1616. 


Thomas GrANGER, 
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1 THEs. 2.13. 


Fgr this cauſe alſs, thanke we God without ceaſing, 
that when yee receined of ws the word of he 
preaching of God, yee recetued it not as the word 
of men,but as it is indeed, the word of God,which | 


alſoworketh in you that beleene. 


AJ N the former Chapter, at the| 
ſecond verſe, the Apolſlle be-' 
ginneth a congratulation, 
whereby he reioyceth in the 


M— 


LW BE behalfe of the Theſlalonians 
BIW for their effeua]! faith, dili- 
Ct) ERS gentloue,and patience in per- 


> I. ſecution, wherein they ex- 
celled, as they became enſamples to all the faith- | 
full in Macedonia and efchaia, Now in this ſecond 
Chapter from the firſt verſe tothe 1 3, he maketh a di- 
oreſſton; wherin he laboreth to confirme them in this 
A3 eftecuall 
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effeQuall and fruitfull faith, and that by an argument 
drawne from his true Apoltleſhip, which by three 
principall reaſons hee prooueth, and approueth vnto 
chem, | 

I. By his entrance in vnto them, which was not 
jp outward ſhew and pompec; but in trauaile, and in the 
care of God. wer/, 1.2. ' 

2, By his preaching, which was not by inſincerity, 
thatis, falſe and corrupt doftrine, impure affections, 


| and guile,but wherein he approucth hiniſelfe to God. 
| verſ, 3:4» 


3. By his intire loue and affeRion towards them,in 
that hee vicd no flattery, coloured: couctouſneile, or 
vaine-glory, but was gentle among them , as a nurſe 
cheriſheth her children, verſ,5.6.7. 

Now this his {incere loue and aft-Rion, hee demoun- 
ſtrateth by the cft<Rs, and tokens thereof, which doe 
teſtifie the ſincerity, and limplicity of his hcart. 

1. Effector token was his readinelle, to deale not 
onely the Goſpell ynto them, but eucn his owne ſoule, 
ver/.8, 

2. Was his labour and trauell, becauſe he would 
not be chargeable vnto them,whereof they had cxperi- 
ence, ver/,9, 

3. Was his holy, godly, and righteous converlati- 
on among them,ver/.,10, 

4. His faithfulneſle in executing his office for ehcir 


good ; in exhorting them,comforting them, and intrea- 
' ting them (as a father his children). to walke-accor- 
| dingtotheir reall calling,verſc 1.1 2. 
Now taking occalion at theſe duties of his miniſtery; 
; namely his exhorting of them , his comforting of 
| them,and beſeeching of them: he returncth to his for- 
| mer gratulation inthe 13 and 14 ver/es : wherein hee 
allo reioyceth in their behalfe, becauſe; they receiued 
the word, not as his word, but as the word of God, 
$3 Ya that 
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thatſent hi m; whereof this was a manife(t coken, euen 


their conuerlion, their faith, and obedience, and daily | 


increaſe therein, 

In this gratulation, two thingsare to be conſidered, 
the Manner and the Matter, 'Firlt , concerning the 
manner, orforme thereof, it is expounded by way 
ofthankeſgiuing ro God, the author of this harmony 
& concord berweene him the Paſtour teaching them 
from God,and them his locke receiuing his doctrine 
as from God, 

In that hee expounds his gratulation by way of 
thankſgining, he teacheth them ewo things : firſt.chat 
his preaching,labour,induſtrie, and gifts, wrought not 
this faith, and obedience in them, but God by his ſpi- 
rit inwardly, and by his Miniſtery outwardly, 1 Cor. 3, 
5.6. Whois Paul, who Apellos, but Minifters by whom 
ye beleened, as God bath ginen to enery man? Ego plantans, 
Apollos rigamt,&c, The Apoltle therefore conſidering 
how apt we areof our ſelues to artribute too much eo 
the meanes,and to inſiſt on the ſecond cauſe, revoketh 
them to God the principall cauſe, that hee alone may 
be praiſed ; and glorified for all thiugs , and in all: 
things, : 

2. He teacheth them hereby, that their faith is not 
of themſelues, but of God, and that thereof both he 


and they by his example ought to glorifie God in gi- 
uing him thanks for this grace. Bo 
Againe, whereas he giueth thanks without ceaſing, 


he firſt ſheweth his faichfulnes, his loue,carneſt deſire, |. 


that hee had oftheir conuerſion,and now his great re- 
ioycingin their conucrfion : which two thingsare evi- 
dent tokens of atrue Apoſtle: greatthankes,and conti- 
nuall thankes,{(you know) do preſuppoſe a great good 
turne; and ſucha benefit chat one acknowledgeth him- 
ſelfe euer the better for: ſothe Apoſtle preferres here 
chis benefit,cuenthe bleſſing of his Miniſtery in their 


1 Cor. 3.5.6: 
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| AQ. 20.26.37. and cxample of life, Ai 20,26, 27, he hath I ſay cauſe 
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faith and obedience , before the cheifeſt earthly bleſ(- 
ling, and inthe 19, verſe hee faith, they were his hope, 
his ioy, and crowne of reioycing, Likewiſe in Phi4.4+1, | 
he calls them his beloued, his longed for, his ioy ,and 
his crowne. 

2, Whereas he giueth thankes without ceaſing, he 
doth put chem in minde , exhort, and'warne them, to 
be continually thankefull for this endielleloue, mercy, + 


and grace of God :incalling them out of darkenefle in- 
to his mcruailous light. Such a benefit as this, whereby 
we doe not onely eſcape death , but obtaine eternall 
life, ought we alwaics to remember, and by all meancs 
| to manifeſt our thankfulnetlefor the ſame; both heart, 
| mouth, and hand, ought to be enlarged, cucr to praile, 
| and thanke him by thought, word and deede, other- 
wife if wee benot for cucr thankefull for this endletle 
| bencht, we may iultly prouoke the Lord co ſhorten 
| his hand, andto take hisgraces from vs, 
Laltly, whereas hce giucth thankes without ceaſing 
; we obſcrue what is the greatelt matter of ioy , and re- 
ioycing toafaithfull ſhepheard, namely, the faith and 
obedience of his flock to his doRtrine,inſtrutions,and 
exhortations; not as from him, but as from God : as 
the hulbandman reioyceth in a plentifull harueſt, for- 
getting all his labours and travels in ſeede time z even 
ſo the true ſhepheard reioyceth in the fruits of his la- 
bours, and ſceing a plencifull harueſt towards , is glad 
that God hath made him an inſtrument to gather his 
wheate, cuen the ſoules of men, into his Barne, 

1 ne Miniſter hath cauſe of reioycing, andthankeſ- 
giuing in the faithfu!l diſcharge of his calling, when his | 
| conſcience doth allure him, that he hath kept himſclfe 
innocent from the bloud of all men, and hath kept no- 
thing back , but to his vtmoſt power and grace given 
him, hath declarcd all the coun(cll cf God, by word, 
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of reioycing herein, though hee ſce no fruits of his [a- 
bours, as the Apoltle ſaith 2 Cor, 2, 15, Wee are wnto 
God the ſweete ſauour of Chriſt, tn them that are ſaued, and 
in them that periſh, 

But when his miniſtericis cff-ual in men to begee 
and increaſc faith in themyto regeneration, and to eter- 
nall life, then is he the ſauour of life vnto life, and there 
is double matter of reioycing,and thankeſgiuing. Paul 
little reioyced in his owne grace, and conſcionable dil- 
charge of his owne dutie,neither eſteemed much all his 
{abours and ſufferings, when he ſaw them not effeQual)l 
in the conuerting ſinners vnto Gud : but when hee had 
done all that he could, he complaineth that he had run 
in vaine, Gal. 4, 11, I am in feare of you , leaſt Thane be- 
flowed labour on you in waine. i. (eeing no fruit of my 
labour in your conuerſion. 

The marter of the gratulation, and thankſgiuing, 
is their Faith, which is not limply named,but propoun- 
ded by way of circumlocution, and as it were deſcribed 
by certaine degrees, 

The firlt degree in this deſcription,or rather definiti- 
on of thcir faith,is their hearing of the ward, [when yee 
receined of vs the word of the preaching of Ged,) which 
wordsin the grecke are thus, [ becayſereceinmng the word 


of hearing froms vs of God:) both haue one meaning , but 
I rather follow the Greeke verbatim, becauſe he ſpega- 
keth here eſpecially oftheir a& of belecuing ; the firſt 


| degree whereof is hearing , and emplycth his a& of 


preaching in theſe words ( from,or of vs.) _ 
Itis called the word ofthe hearing of God,becauſe 
there isno light or ground of the Goſpell in mans rea« 


. ſon;he hath not the leaſt ſparkle of this knowledge of 


Godin Chriſt in him,therefore the Apoſtle ſaith, Rowe, 
10,14. Faith commeth by hearing,and hearing bythe Prea- 
cher, Adams was created perfe& manin all the faculties 


of his reaſonable ſoule, yet was hee without this know- 
B 


2 Cor. 2, 15. 


Gal. 4,1:. 


Rom. 10. 14. 


ledge, 
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ledge, which was hid in God , and reucaled, and prea»- 
ched to him by God himfeltfe after his fall, Gen. 3. 15. 
who fureſeeing the fall, forclaw the remedy alſo, This 
ſauing knowledge God I\kewiſe revealed to Abrahany, 
Gen.18, 18.and afterward preached the ſame by typicall 
ceremonies, and by the Prophers,to his church : laſtly, 
by his owne Sonne,who hath rcucalcd all the wildome 
of God, concerning mans iuſtification , and ſalvation, 
and accompliſht the ſamein himſcifc; and the fonne ha- 
 uing all power and authorine given of his Father in hca- 
ven and carth , hath preached theſaine tovs Gentiles, 
by his Apoſtles, and Euangeliſts, Paſtours, and T ca- 
chers : Againe,itiscalled che word of hearing after the 
imitaticn of che Hebrew, for thewordheare, or which 
you heard. 
Now to heare this word of faith preached, is mcere- 
ly of grace, and is the fir} degree of faith. The grace» 
leile, viz, natural} men, will not patiently heare this 
word of the preaching of God: it is tothem fooliſhnes, 
and vaine talke, for they makethis doctrine and profel-| 
Gon groundletTc,and tonocnd, Groundletle, becauſe 
they comprehend not the ſaine by their carnall reafon: 
To no erid , becauſe th:y mcaſure euery thing by the 
worldly vſe, profit, or pleaſure thereof, 1 (or.1.18.Pre- 
dicatio Euang. eſt 1s ques pertumt ſtultitia, In AF, 7.57.58, 
Thelewes (topped their carcs at Stephens preaching &c, 
Att.19 24. T he multitude of the Epheſians when Alex- 
| ander (hewed them: of Paxl and his doArine, &c, AG, 
23. Ananias the high Pric(t cauſed Paulo be (mitten on 
the mouthyin the very beginning of his Apologie, 
The Turkes, Lewes, and Papiſts arc ready to ſtop 
their cares as ſoone as they heare thetruth. Yca,and ma- 
ny proreſtant Atheiſts,and Epicurcs, would at no hand 
carethe word, if they were at their owne libertie: they 
hate and deride che very name vfa Preacher , and can- 
W laoke on a blacke coate, (as ch:(e blacke mourhed 
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hell-hounds terme them ) witha patient eye; which 
{ ſhewes that they hate our calling, and are the cnemies 


murtherous heart which ſhewes it lelfe nowin mocks, 
and taunts,would ſhew itſelfe in open rageanderueley, 
if it were not bound in with chains and bondsof iron, 
| 2, Dcgree of their Faith,is in theſe firlt words, [when 
gereceined of vs &c.) This is the ſecond degree of taithy 
after we hauc heard che word,to giucallent in general 
to the ſame, as true, and to approuc of it as good, And 
this is alſo mcerely of grace, for thereare many which 
heare, bur ch-ir hearing is not mingled with faith, and 
therefore they profit nothing by hearing, Heb.4.2. 
The Goſpell was preached to chem,asallo to vs : but 
the word which they heard profited not them, becauſe it 
was not mixed with faith in thoſe that heard it. And Paul 
 Gith, x Cor. 2, 14. The naterall man perceineth not the 
things of the ſpiris of God , for they are fooliſhneſſe wnts 
him ; neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpwitually 
| diſcerned, In Als 17.18. When Pax! preached at 4- 
thens, certaine Philolophers of the Epicures and Sto- 
ikes heard him, but (ome counted him a babler,and o- | 
chers , a ſetter forth of (trange Gods. This generall 
conſent vnto the word preachedin manzis of grace, 


but this is not ſauing grace, for the Dcuills belecue al- 


| ſoand tremble, [ames 2. 19.[ lay it is of grace in man, 


becauſe he cannot do this by ſupernaturall lighe , but 


' the Diucls by light of nature, not by created light, but 


by obſcruation, 

3. Degree of their faith is expreſſed in the middle 
of the verf-,in theſe words [ ye recemed it, ec.) This 
word , receixed, is twiſe ved in the engliſh, but it is of 
differing {12nificationg, as the Greeke, and Latine doe 
ſhew:Tre forimeris inGreeke TLgxA«prir, accipere,the 
later is tx 9x1 exrypere 3 the former whereof lig- 
nificth to receive or take willingly, or vawillipgly, or 
LEW _ after 


of God,and their owne ſaluation: And that enuious & | 


1 Cor.z.14. 


Iames 2.16, 
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after any ſort: the latter ſignifieth to entertaine or re- 
ceiuve willingly, to welcomes Therefore of this word 
commeth Afix, the right hand. T hat which we doe 
vowillingly, is done as it were with the left hand, ini- 
ſterly and vntowardly ; but that which we do willing. 
| ly, it is done as it were with the right hand, dexterouſ- 
| lie, aptly, and handſomely : torecciue the word, here, 
| therefore [1gnifies ro welcome, to embrace with wil- 
 linznes and liking, and to apply it ro themſclues, 
| This isthen thethird degree of Faith,to welcome, 
| entertaine, embracethe word with readineſle, willing- 
nelſe, loue, delight, and to apply the lame particularly 
eo our owne hearts and conſciences, This is alſo of 
meere grace, without which grace none can beſaued, 
Many heare the word with the outward care, many do 
alſo vnderſtand it, and belecue it to be true , bur few 
receive the ſame into the heart, to giue it intertain- 
AAs8.1. ment, and rooting there, In As 8.21, Simon Magus 
beleeued the Golpell hiſtorically,yet Peter ſaith there, 
chat his heart was not vpright in the fight of God, In 
Aass.s | Atts 5.3. eAnanias beleeued the Golpell, and ſeemed 
eo bring forth fruits thereof, as did the other Chriſti- 
ane, but it was not rightly receiued into the heart, for 
hypocrilie which is is the worke of Satan, and ſauing 
faith , which is the worke of the ſpirit, cannot dwell 
together in one heart, 

In4.u vnderſtood,and belecued the word, and was « 
Preacher thereof, but it was neuer interrtayned and 
rooted in his heart, but thorny cuuctouſnetle was ro0- 
ted therein, which in the end choaked the word, So 
2 Tin.4. 10. Demu was a follower of Paul, but the 
loue of che world was neuer rooted out of his heart, 
cherefore in tim2 it choaked the ward &c, [lian the 
Apallata, gz intertainment toche word, but pride 
was acy2r rooted out of his heare,thzrefore it choaked 
the wordia him, x Tim. 5,11. Pawiſpeakes of young 
widowes, 
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widowes, that having entertained and profetled the | 
word, doe afterward waxe wanton again(t Chiift,- and 
break their fill faith, b:cauſe cuncupiſcence and ficth- 
ly luit was never rooted out of their hearts, theretore 
itchoaked the word in them. 

When as the word is receiued into the heare,tuge- | 
| ther wich theſe and (uch like luſts, which our Sauiour | 
Chriſt calleth thornes, Zath. 13,22, the thurnes be- | 
' ingnaturalleo the heart, and therefore having (trong | 
' rooting,mult nceds in time ouergrow and chuake the 
| word zeuenas weedes being raturall cothe carth, doe / 
| ouergrow and pinc away the corne, that it cannot fru- | 
| tifie. And this is the condemnation of the multitude, | 
| I mcane of the common hypocrieicall Proteſtants, | 
| which giue entertainment to the word, but cxpell not | 
| their beloued company, or gueſt, their head perſonall 
| ſinne, with the branches and fruits thereof: cither mult 
| Chriſt, and that linne dwell together ; or elle mult 
| Chriſt be expelled, chat it may rule, | 
| Butcalt out the bond-woman with her children , 
for ſhee and her ſonnes cannot be heyre with the free, 
if [aack be heyre,then mult /Amael be calt out:and it | 
the birth-right belong to /acob, E/au cannot haue it, ' 
Crucifie the olde man with his children, the lults of | 
ignorance, and the workes of darkenelle : for if the | 
ſonne of God by his word and ſpirit hath taken polleſ- 
{10n of your hearts, and dwell therein , as owner and 
heyre, then cannot the bond-womans fonne be heyre, 

whether it be pride , orcouetouſnelle, or enuy, or 
fleſhly luſt, which ſpring out of originall corruption. 
The word of God and naturall luſt cannot both 
dwelltogether, they cannot both be heyces,they can- | 
not both be maiſt:rs, but being contrary one to the | 
other, the one of th:m will have the dominion and 
vpper hand:linne and Satan lay claimeto all by right 


of antient inheritance; from many deſcents, but the 
0-3: word 
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Marke 6.2. 
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| downe thele ancient in-bred inhabitants, worluly luſts; 


| rants, ſo muſt weclearc our hearts of thismenſtruous 
| hith, that they may be Temples for the holy Ghoſt, 
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word isthe {word of the (pirit, driving them outof the 
hcare, and cuttingthem downe, As /ofonabs (word flue } 
all the ancient inhabitants of Canaan, and placed the 
Ifraclires therein z cuen ſo muſt wee caſt out and ſub- 
duc theſe Canaanitiſh luſts and affcRions, the word 
mult be as a (word, or ſacrificing knife in vs to cur 


yea, as the Land of Canaan (pued forth her Inhabi- 


| euen as Salomons Temple, beautified and adorned 
| with holinetle, righteoulnes, faith, goodnes , mecke- 
, nelle, loue , truth, continence , temperance and all. 
| vertue. 

| _ 4 Degree of Faith, is their intertayning and em- 
| bracing ofthe word in fuch ſort as is peculiar,and pro 
| per tethe word which ispropuunded:firlt negatiucly, 
| [not as the word of Aden, \ and then aftirmaniucly ( but | 
| &5 the wordof God.) Hecrein appearcth cuidenily the 
; difference betweene hypocrites , and true belceuers, 
Infidels heare the word of God altog«ther asthe word 
of man: Hypocrites receiue the word of God as the 
word of man, that is, they allowit tobe che word of 
God,ſo farrc forth as it 1s agrecableto their liking,and 
| wherein it diffcreth from them, they contemne, and 
| put ir off from them, as but the word of man t this is 
| therefore the meere and eſpeciall, and ſaving grace of | 
| God,toreceiue the word asfrom God , and not from | 
| Man. 

| The Phariſces heard the pure word of the Goſpell 
| from the mouth of the Sonne of God himſelfe , but 
| becauſe he was in the ſhape and forme of man, there- | 
fore they receiucd it bur asthe word of man,/oehn$8 13 
Thou beareſt record of thy ſelfe,&c, Mayi, 6, 2 Our Saui- 
our Chriſts Countrymes, friends, & kinstolks, hearing 
| his wiſedome,and lecing his workes, were altorued, but 
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belecued not in him : What was the cauſe? Yerſc3, 1s 
not this the (arpemter, Maryes Sonne, brother of James & 
Toſes? ce, They looked with fleſhly cyes on his out- 
ward appearance only, andefteemed his word but ac- 
cording to his outward appearance ; thereforc it b.- 
came vnprotitable to them. 

Such like Phariſees arc the heads of the Romiſh 
Charch, the teachers and maintainers of hypocrilie , 
| which auvuch that the written word hath no authori- 
' ty with vs. but by their approbation, and what 18s _ny 
| approbation ? Firſt, they urelt it to ſuch a {ence as may | 
ſe: ue for the ereting and maintaining of their owne | 
; 8:thority, an.1 their Anrichriſtian ſynagogue , and then 
| hauing adulrerated it, and made 1t their owne word , | 
| they giue allowance ro it, Heereupon eucry limpe of 
| that Church will not heare the word, as the word of 
God, but as of the Church, that is, ofthe Pope, and 
his Cardinals;and in this they re(t ſatisfied, and relol- 
ved, thinking it hereſic to receiue the word meerely 
as the word of God, | 

Of his ſort are all prophane E/azes and Epicuriſh 
Polincians, which count themſclues Proteſtants, but 
are not : they acknowledge and receive the ole and | 
new Teſtament, as the word of God, but as for Do- 
Arines, lnftructions,V (es, and cſpecially Applications 
thereof, they receiue as but the word of men, and: 
chicfly, when the application thereof conceines el;eir 
reformation in particular. As the Papiit counts the 
rruc interpretation of Scriptures herelie, and vnder 


that name reicRs it; fo the carnail Guſpeller counts 
rhe erue vſcs and applications of the word,precifen:s, 
and vnder that name or terme contemines it, So that 
as the one denyes the truth and embraccth errour; lo 
the other confeſling the truth in general],doth wiltul- 
ly refule it in particutar, and lucth after his owneluſt, 
without the ward: and whether of thelc is the better ? 


_ What 
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What is the cauſe that many doe not heare and re- 
ceiue the word with that reuerence and obedience as 
they ought, as their whole life and converſation doth 

| ſhew ? Itis becaule they recciue it as the word of man: 
| forif they were fully perſwaded and (criouſly beleeued 
that it were the very word of God , they would not fo 
lightly regard it, and liveſo dilſoJutely : For who dare 
be bold ro fight againſt God? Who dare contemne 
| him, and deride him to his face, as many doe ?If men 
| darenot doe this to an carthly Prince, without feare, 
| yea cold feare troubling their thoughts, and looſing 
| che ioynte of their loynes; how comes it eo pale, that 
they dare ſo boldly chalenge God the combate, and 
| with petulant deriſion preuoke him ? 
| The reaſon is,becaule they receiue it as the word of 
| man, andthinke they haueto deale with man, andnot 
| with God ; this is the cauſe of their contempt and dil- 
| obedience: For if they were touched with any ſence 
or fecling of the preſence of Gods maielty, and that 
they receiued the word as from his owne mouth; ſure. 
ly there is no man liuing, that durſt (6 dally andtrifle 
with the word, much letſewithſtand ir, or haueit in de- 
riſjen, It is a maruell therefore to fee and hearc how 
many take liberty to them(ſclues to dally with, and to 
' mzzke a tcaſt of the Word, to be touched with no re- 
| ucrence or feare of the ſame, 
| Butindeed, what maruell is it to (ce an infant thruſt 
| his hand intothe fire without feare, or doubting? or 
' to ſee a blinde man goe willingly into the pit? or a 
| drunkard inraged with wine, to run deſperately on the 
[words point ? or a madde man to kill himſelfe ? Did 
| not the rebellious Iſraelites deride the word of the 
| Lord ſenttorthem by all his Prophets? Did not Corah, 
| Dathan, and Abiram with their conſorts,wittingly and 
| wilfully rebell againſt the Lordin the perſon of Me- 
| ſes , whole authority they ſaw cuen with their owne 
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eyes,that it was giuen him of Gud ? Didnot the Iſrae» | 
lites calt off the Lord, from being their Gouernour in 
} che perſon of Samwell ? They haue rot caſt thee away, 
but they hane caſt mee away , that I ſhould not rasgne ouer 
them, 1 Sam 8 7. | 1 Sain.8,7, 

Di not the Lewes contemn and caſt off the word of 
the Lord ſpoken'by /eremie, laying that it was not the | 
| Lords word,but the majicious counſell of Baruch? ler, | Ter.gz 2.3. 
43.2.3.Did not :he counſel of the Lewes with the high 
Prieſt,count the Gofpell (edition, and rebellion,which 
the Apoltles taught,as Gods owne ſpirit gaue them vt» 
ecrance? Atts 5,28. Did not Tertallus the Orator count | Atts 5.28. 
Paal a peitilent fellow , a moouer of (edition, and an | 
heretike? eActs 24.5, Yea if wee recount from the be- | As 24.5. 
ginning of the world, wee ſhall ſee that infidells,and 
bypocrites haue alwaies heard and receiucd the word 
of.the Lord, as the word of man, and vnder thar prc- | 
tence haue cuer withRuodtie ſame;and caſtit offfrom | 
them, eſpecially if it were not ro. their owne' hiking, or 
that they could not politickely make ſome vic of it 
for their bodily rurnes, 

No marueilthen is it, if in theſe latter Atheiſticall | 

and Epicuriſh daycs the word of the Lord take no | 
place among many , bur be turned lightly off as the | 
word of man, yea,and had in derition, as but the vn- | 
aduiſed, raſh, and ind-ſcreet ſpecches of a phantaſti-' 
call, ſpleenfull, or preciſe fellow, as E/: ſuppoſed the 
ſober, and feruent prayers of e Anz and certaine 
lewes termed the gifts uf the holy Ghoſt drunken- 
nelle, 
Bue this wcre a maruell if that God ſhould come 
from heaucn inthe ſhape of a man, ( for no mortall 
man can liue 1n his glorious preſence) and ſhould con- 
verſe familiarly with vs, preaching the glad tidings of 
the Goſpel! in all lenity and mildencile, hauing in 'Y 
perſon, doctrine, and conuerſation matter to prouo : 
C an 
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| that in any fincerity came vnto him; lowng all, in 
| whom any token of preſent, ur future grace appeared, 
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and allure all men, euen the pooreſt, the meaneſ}, the 
ignorantelt, the Publicane, the (inner, the weake-har- 
ted, the troubled conſcienceto follow hin , embrace 
him, loue him, reioyce in him, being mecke & lowly 
in heart , merciful, and pittifull, mourning and for- 
rowing for the hardneiſe of mans heart, weeping for 
our miſeries, calling all to repentance, refuſing rone 


reproving onely the encinies of mans ſaſuation, pride, 
enuy, hypocrilie, couctouſneſle. and threatning iudge- 
ments againſt hard-heartced and ob{tinate rebels, who 
ſecke their owne glory in the deſtruRtion of Gods 
glory and kingdome, and are enemies to their owne 
ſaluation , and all other mens; nay,and beſides this, 
ſhould not onely ns no appearance of euill, but ſhew 
forth the glory of his God-like maieſtyin all his words 
and workes, publike and private, It were a maruell I 
ſay, if any manreceiued not his word', as the word of 
God, being God himſelfe, and in all humility , reue- | 
rence, and obedience, followed not him , arid yeelded 
not himſelfe to doe homage vnto him. 

Even thus was God conuerſant among his owne 


people the lewes, in the true ſhape of man ; but his 
owne recciued him not : they heard his word, but as 
the word of man, andeſtcemed his life and holy con- 
| uerſation, but as of an vrdinary man: but chis is more 
| wonderfull, thar God preaching in the forme of man 
| ſhould be reieted as a deceiuer, as a chicfe linner, as a 
worker with cuill ſpirits, as not worthy to lius among 
men. Indeede if that Chriſt had preached ſome new 
and ſtrange thing neverheard of before, they might | 
have had ſome pretence of reieing his word ; but 
| ſeeing that hee taught nothing , but that u hich X2oſes, 
np the Prophets forerold, whoſe Diſciples they pro- 


| feltthemſelucs to be, and whom they belecued ; and 
yet 
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yet belecued not him , bus making him contrary to 
Moſes, Teh 9.28, who plaincly (ct before their eics, pur Tobn 
into their cares , andcuen thruſt into their hands all o_ 
thatthey heard , and read in Hoſes and the Prophets. 
cuery day,that they might heare, and ſcecuen with bo- 
dily eyes and earcs, and handle the word of life: Itis a 
' wonderfull thing I ſay , that they ſhould not recciue 
his word as the word of Aſo/es, and the Prophets,and 
' conſequently of God, What ſottiſh ftupiduy is this ?| 
What ſhould thus bewitch them, that being bereft of | 
common ſenſe,as it were , they ſhould deny thate(pe- | 
cially which they moſt profeſſed, and reieted that by 
all meanes as moſt derceſtable, which they molt glory | 
| in, and boaſted of? | 
Nay, ifwe conſider the cauſe hereof, it is no won- | 
{ derfull or (trange thing, but naturall and common , if 
| wee could but refie& our cycs vpon our lelues, tolec 
| the things within vs, as we doe the things without ve, 
| butit is given to very few to diſcerne the times, an 
ſeaſons by application of the erue light co che ſame, 
which maketh euery thing manifeſt as it is, 

The cauſc heereof, was the bewitching hypocriſie 
of the hart;for howſocuer they pretended religion, de- 
uotion and zeale, and therein matched the Romitlh le- 
| uites, yet was not theſame truly rooted in their harts, | 
but pride, ambition, vaine-glory, couctouſneſle, and ' 
enuy were deepely rooted, and firmely (ctled therein, 

which (innes being coloured with fayre pretences of 
religion, blinded not onely the cies of theworld , but 
even their owne eyes, that their religious titles , pray- 
ers, faſtings, almes, and other outward works were but 
cloaked and coloured pride, vaineglory, couetoulnes, 
oppreſſion : and ehis tru2 body, namely, their out- 
ward profeſſton, had not a true foule in it, but an cuill 
ſpirit or Dcuill, viing this body deceitfuily, and craf- 
tily for his owne aduantage. For, thisis the nature of 
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| uiledges, as to be called the Iſracil of God, the chil- 
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_ | andleluitesin their Sermons worke vponthe paſſions 


| ſounding tothcir earcs as ſtrange and new doCtrinez 
for bare titles, and the outward barke ſ{crued their 
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the hypocriticall heart, to transforme cuen the beſt, 
and holiclt exerciſes of religion into the natu:e of it | 
ſelfe, that is, to ſerue it (elfe of cthens, 

Thelc holy Dcuils of the Iewiſh Church,retayning 
the bare names, ant liueleſſecitles of their lewiſh pri- 


dren of Abraham, &c. As allo the outward c:remo.. 
nies of the Law, together with their owne ambitious 
traditions, and gainfull diſpenſations ; but being ol 
worldly hearts and (pirits, were fo farre fromthe truc 
knowledge, and fpirituall meaning of the Law, of 
the types and ceremontes thereof, as alſo of the Pro- 
phete, as that they could not abide to heare the ſame, 


turnes, having no farther ſauour of religion,nor loue 


of the truchinthem, Therefore when Chriſt preached 
| the Law and the Prophees (piritually,which they pro- 
felled, and wherein th. y boaſted carnally. It was a 
; hard preaching, who could heare it ? 7ohz 6, 
{ The Papiſt doth marucile at the ſtupidity, and vt- 
| terly condemne the obſtinacy of the Pliariſees , and 
| Iewcs forthcir conrempe of the Goſpell,and ſhamefull 
| intreatment of the lonne of God , and for their hypo=« 
| crilte, pride, couctoulneilc, enuy, &. And the Friars 


' of men, to prouoke and ioflame their hearts to an ha- 
| tred of them, for hating the Goſpell, and putting our 
| bletTed Sauiour to death, 
| Surely 1 15a wonderful thing to conſider the dark- 
| neſſe of cheir hard hearts, that they haue no light at 
| all in eheinſ.lucs of theſe things, for which they veter- 
ly coriemne the Tewes , being nolefle enemies of 
Chrilt then thr lewes, 
The Phariſ: es holding, and maintayningehe true 
principles of the law, and Prophets, did in their Inter- 
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pretations , , Expoſitions , and ſpeciall Applications, 
(warue {o far froni;the;true meaning thereof, through 
the darkenctle of their carchly hearts, as they became 
veter enemies of the truth therein contained, for Chriſt 
was the truth, the end and fulfilling thereof, whom 
they pointed at, and whom the Pharifees heard and | 
; faw, {peaking and fulbling the fare in their eyes, and | 
; cares, yet will they not be his Diſciples ,, bus Aves | 
Diſciples, John 9, making Moſes and Chriſt contrary, | Ichn 9, 
| whereas indecde they themſclues were contraty to 
| themnſclues,for if they had known: and protetled 370- 
| (es, and the Prophets {piritually, and truly, then had 
they knowne Chriit, and beene his followers, but be- 
' ing carnall profciTours, they are viter encrics of the 
truth which they profeticd, Let common Proteſtants 
note this well, 
Eucn lo, in the very ſame manner, the Romiſh Sy- 
. Nagogue, with. the whole Antichriſtian rout, houlding 
' the true principles of the Goſpell, the olde and new 
' Teſtament, and cheabridgements of the (ame, to wit, 
the Creede, the Commandements, and Lards prayer, | 
doe in thcir Interpretations, Expolictons, Glolles, and | 
particular Applications of the word, ſo far:eand wide | 
run altray from the true meaning thereof, as they are | 
 ytter encipies of the truth perſecuting the true profel- * 
fours of the ſame, vnder the naines of herctickes,, as . 
the !1ewes perſccuted Chriſt vnder the name of a {edu- | 
cer and decciucr, | | | 
| ThcPhariſecs built their falſe {cA,coRrines and de- 
' uotions vpon the true ground, or principles of the ' 
| Law and Prophets, fo docthe Romanilts build their | 
\ Antichriſtian Synagogue, their faile dotrines,vorkes | 
| and deuotions vpon Chriſt, the Prophets,Evangclilts | 
| and Apoſtles. But heere is the cunning of the Deuill, | 
whoas heſces God in his great wildome to bring good. 
good out. of cuill , yca,torurne all his Satanicall polt- | 
E | C 3 _cles | 
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| on atrue foundation, ſoothing vp themlelucs in their 
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| cies and deuiſes'vpon his owne head, and to warke | 
| himfclfe glory out of His plet of diſhonour and (vb- 
| uer{zon : eucn fo on the contrary he bringeth cuill out 
| of good,turning the truth of God into a lyc, yea, vpon 
| Gods truth and ordinance builds hee his owne king- 
| dome, bur this bay and ſtubble built vpon the true 
| foundation ſhall be burnt by the fire of Gods ſpirit, 
| 1 Cor.3.1 5. and the plant which he hath not planted 
ſhall wither away, and be rooted out, fath.15.13, 
Now ſceing that they have built « falſe Church vp- 


| 


| outward priuiledges, andliucletTe titles, making their 
| owne lawes, doErines, traditions , and innumerable 
deale of beggarly baggagement the rule of conſcience 
and holy life, put the cafe, that Ieſus Chrilt the onely 
eruth were to come , or that it ſhould plealc his glori- | 
ous Maicſty , to come from heaueninto the Church 
of Rome ( which profeſleth it ſelfe co be the onely 
and holy flocke of Chriſt) in ſuch manner as he came 
among the Ieves, inſtrufing and teaching the people | 
every where, in truth, ſincerity, and without partiglity, 
| prouing his dofrine by the written word, ( which | 
 them{-Ines acknowledge and profeſſe) as hee did the 
| Gofp:1l among the Tewes by Aoſes and the Prophets, 
; and confirming the DoQtrine with miracles ; as alſo 
' convincing and reprouing them for their Idolatry,ſu- 
 perſtition, falſc dotrine, vaine ceremonies, traditi- | 
| ons, godly lies, wicked diſpenſations, ambition,pride. / 
' tyranny , cruelty, exceſſiuc couctouſnelle, extortion, | 
 brthery, and all the hcatheniſh abhominations of that | 
holy denne of theeucs + If I ſay that Chriſt were at | 
Roine amongſtehem atthis inſtant,in ſuch appearance 
life, converſation, any dofAtrine, as he was among the 
[ewes, I demand what manner of intertainment ſhuuld 
be given him? And whether his wort and docrine 
(ſhould bereceiued as the word of God, or as the word 
| of 
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of man ? whether it ſhould be receiued as the tructhof FEY 
God, or reieRed as herelie ? þ 
Euen as the King of Niniueh, with the Princes, Ru» 
lers, Nobles and Commonsbeleeued theword of God 
ſpoken by /enah , layd his robe from him, coucred 
{ him with ſackcloath,andſate inaſhesz and proclaimed 
; that neither man, beaſt, bullocke, nor ſheepe ſhouly 
| feede, or drinke wat?rz that man and beaſt ſhould put 
' on ſackcloth , and cry mizhtily voto God , andturne 
| from tis cuiil way, and che wickednetle that vas in his 
"bands. [onah 3. 
So it may be that the Pope with his Cardinals, 
| Fryers, M-okes, Pricfts, &c. together with che whole 
, Citie of Rome would belceue his word, and recetue ir 
as the word of Chrilt. It may be, they would acknow- 
' ledge him, reucrence him, and honour him, humbly 
| ſubmitting ro his duAttine, conf: fling their errors and 
, linnes, and ſuffer themfelaes to berighely enformed, | 
| and reforined by him y their guide, gouernour, and 
| chiefe thepheard of cherr ſoules, 
| ButT rather thinke, that he fliould havc far worſe | 
| interrainment among themy theh amonglt the Phari- | 
 liesand Jewes,and Heathen, thatthcy would perfecute | 
. both his doQtrine and perſot1 with all indignities , that | 
mighe be dcewiſed , and becauſe! of his mruc miracles | 
_ confounding theirlying wonders, would iudye him | 
to be Antichrilt, ( ef whom they hauec alrcaily mage | 
| Lather the fore-runner ) euen as the Pharifi-s counted | 
| him the greateſt Sorcerer, and todeale with the Prince ! 
| of the.Deuills, by witoſe power he exccededall other : | 
| I ſuppoſethat they which fo deuourly worlthip and a- | 
dore the Image of Chriſt, and of the Apoltles, beauti- 
fying the ſame with ſuch ſumptuous ornaments , and | 
ouerleying of god, would'by all mcancs diſh«.nour 
the true Chrift, And his Apoltles, not onely contem- 


ning their perfons, and condemning their doctrines, 
| but 
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| but allo putting them to ignomini::us deaths, I ſup-| | 
| pole that Sern ſerxworum Dei,would hardly re-deliver | 
the chayrc, giue the right hand, or wall to Peter, For | 
| 2s the Pharilies did to Chrilt the head, (o doe they to | 
| his Apoſtles and members likewiſe. And as Antichrift 
| doth now to the true Miniſters and members,ſo would 
he doe to the head : For the afflitions of Chriſt are 
| accompliſhed in his members by «fntichriſt, who 
| thould alſo (uff:r the (ame in his owne perſon, if hee 
| were in the [late of humiliation vpon the earth, as he 
| was, 
| Surely may ſgme ſay , it were a maruellous thing, 
(if it ſhould beſo, I would thinke rather that Chrilt, and 
his Apoltes, teaching the ſame dorines, and wor- 
| | king the ſame, or fuch like miracles, ſhould be heard 
and receiued of the Pope, his Cardinalls, &c, as hee 
was of the faithfull intheIewiſh Church, 

I anſwere, if hee ſhould come indeede, as [natives 
Loyala that prophane and bloudy ſouldier, a Spaniard, 
the Father of che Ieſuites , * came to Pope Pans the 
third, deuoting himſelfe and his Diſciples ro him,pro- 
 miling abſolute obedience to him, in all things,with- 
out any exception, and binding himſelfe with an inuio- 
lah]: oath , that heewould , to his vttermolſt power 
ma1i:tainecand vphold the Romiſh Church and See by 

| all mcanes poſlible , if ( I fay ) both his doctrine and 
| miracles might ſcrue for the glorifying of that carnall 
Idoll-gull, and vpholding of his worldly Synagogue 
and<:e; then without doubt heeſhail have great in- | 
tertainement, and in ſuch ſortaiſo might he haue-becn 
interrained of the Piarifics , yea of Herod, or any | 
'wOridling. 

| But nowto come ncerer to our ſelues, what if Chriſt 
\wercin (late of humiliation, and in the very ſame out- 
ward appearance amongys , as hce was among the 
lewes ; of Par, Peter, or any of the Apoſtics', prea- 
| ching | 
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ching the ſame Goſpel that is now preached(for none 
other Goſpell could Chriſt himfelfe preach, rhan this 
which is already preached) and expounding the ſeue- 
rall texts thereof, as hce did of the Prophets in the 
Temple, and inthe Synagogucs, handling the ſame in 
(peciall, and in particular, applying the ſame fitly ac- 


| 


cording to all circumſtances, yea,ſpeaking as his and 
their manner was, tothe heart, conſcience, and ſpirit? 
how ſhould hiswords be heard ? whether as the words 


of God, or as of man ? 
Ie may be he ſhould be received of all men, as hee 
was of Lazar, of Martha and ary , who pourcd a | 
pound of yery coltly ointment on his head, who wa- 
thed his feere with her tcares, and wiped them with the 
hayresofher head. It may be that all men would weep 
aboundantly, fall on his necke, and kille him, as the 
{ Chriſtians didat Paxls departure from them; AZﬀs 20. 
37- It may bethat by all meanes poſſible, they would 
ſhew their loue to him, by proſtrate obeyſance, and 
' humble obedience, by contemning all worldly things 
in compariſon of his preſence , yea,and by preferriiig 
one word of his mouth before all humane learning | 
and knowledge. Itmay be that all men from che high- | 
eſt to the loweſt,from the richelt tothe pooreſt, trom | 
the mightieſt ro the weakeſt would wholly ſubmit, | 
and ſubie& theml(elues to tife obedience of his word - 
and doAtrine, taking more pleaſure therein, thanin 
all worldly pleaſure and profit , and deuote all their 
worldly goods, might, wiſedome;, and learning to the 
aduancement thereof, and there is no queſtion, but 
ſome of all degrees andeſtates would lincerely and de- 
uoutly , according to the gift of grace and meaſure 
thereof doethele things, yea, many doubtletle would 
loue him, embrace him, reuerence him, for the Goſl- 


pels ſake, andadmiring him would fay , doubtleilethe 
ſpirit of Godis plentifull, and very ſtrong inthis _” 
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-” 
-- O_ » & 


PD Sn : — 
oo Me ene. ee 


, 


fo gracious are his worde, ſo holy is his converſation 

amongſt vs, as wee may ſee true Chriſtianity perfeRly. 
aRed, euen as theword teacheth and commandeth. | 
But onthe other (ide, what entertainment ſhould he. 
findeinthe world, I meane among the brutiſh ſinners, 

the ciuilly honeſt, and the phariſaically religious, for 

theſe are they that arecalled the World? In what man- 
ner would carnall Goſpellers heare and recciue his 

pure, ſpirituall, and heavenly Sermons ? What man- 
ner of taft and reliſh would his words have in their 

cares ? What repentance would there be wrought ? 
What confcffion ? Contrition? SatisfaRion of wrongs: 
done,with Zachews ? What conucrlion? What obedi- 
ence to his doqrine ? What reformation cither of 
themſelues, or of thoſe, and thoſe things, that are in 

cheir power to alter, and order according to his do- 

Arine? How would (inners and wicked liuers hearc 
him ! I meaneall ſuch as propound their owne glory 
and profits, or pleaſures, the end of all their ations, 
and endeauors, inwardly and outwardly ; for they thar 
make theſe and ſuch like things their principall ends, 
can neither doe good deed, ſpeake good word , nor 
thinke good thoughtall their life long. 

How would che greedy churle heare him, that loues 
tothink and meditate of nothing but gaine ?to ſpeake 
nor doe any thing that tends not one way or other to 
his bodily prot? How would the luſtfull perſon heare 
him , that makes his whore and wanton woman his 
Idoll? How would many rauening Lawyers,& ſuch as 
make authority a cloake of deſttuRion & vnhappines, 

| (too Many now a daies ) heare him, that fiand conti- 
nually waiting and gaping for the bride, whereby the 
poore is oppreſſed,the hands of reuengeful perſons, & 
of cruell churles are ſtrengthened againſt their neigh- 
bours ; and whereby the mouthes of ſuperſtitious and 
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prophane livers arc opened, and hands firengthened 
againſt 


— 


| for he is very bold, hee viesvery broad ſpeeches, and 
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| againft God himſelf,in his Word and Miniſters? How 
would (I ay) worldlings of all ſorts heare him? How 
| _ they cntertaine him ? What would they fay of 

im ? 

Euen 8s the Iewes did ſay, doe , and Iudge of the 
Prophets and (eruants of God then, and as we doe e- 
| ſteemethe faithfull Miniſters and religious profeſſors 
now; {o would too many ( if authority brideled them 
not) ſpeake, doe, and Judge of Chriſt himſclfe, or 
the Apoſtles being conuerſant among vs, as thenthey 
were among them, Some fayd, he « 4 good man; other 
layd , nay, but hee ſeduceth the People, Tohn7. 12. 
Some would fay he is too (tri, tovpreciſe, phanta- 
lticall ; ſuch kinde of Chriſtianity can no where be 
| ated; of too ſpiced a conſcience, malecontent,hecan- 
| not tell what he would haue, nothing can pleaſe him, 
there can be neither louc nor good fellowſhip z but 
contention and miſlike one of another where ſuch 
preaching is: hee meddles too far in matters that con- 
cerne him not 8 heethinkes there is noneſo wiſe and 
godly as himſclfe ; his parents and friends are of ſmal! 
reputation among their neighbours , hee is of very 
meane education, few of the richer or wiſer ſort make 
\ any greatreckoning of him, If hewere of ability,pow- 
er, friends and learning , as hce is but meane and. 
bare , hee would happily prooue a dangerous fdlow; 


takes too much liberty to himſelfe, to ſpeake of ſuch 
things , as berter menthen himſelfe will not talke of: 
he mult haue an oare in cuery mans boate, he makes 


euery man his text; a melancholy fellow , not of a 
ſound braine, very malitious, and fpleencfull ; vn- 
lefſe I and many more be decciued, ſome thinke that 
hee hath beene beſide himfelfe : 1 haue ſeene him 
chollericke enough for all his mildne(le, and heard 
him raile on his bertersz hee will be taxen vp ere 
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ic be long at one hand or other. q 
Thele and ſuch like things would worldlings ſpeake 
| of him, and (I fcare) farre wotle : for they that ſRicke 
| in the outward Jctter and bare titles of religion and 
Chriſtianity, haue bcene, are, and alwaics will bezvtter 
cnemics of the life and ſpirit thereof, to the erue Prea- 
chers and fincere profellors thereof, being like to the 
carthly and bloudy Edomites,which vnder the title of 
| circumciſion, and the children of «-/braham,claimed 
| to themſclucs the chicfe religion , and hated the true 
worſhippers of God, 

For the further clearing of this point, T will bring 
in two interlocutors, or ſpeakers, Emlalus and IMates- 
logs , in which two perſons you may ealily behold 
the cſtate and conditions of theſe times, and ſee the 
common carnall Proteſtant ſet forth in his colours. 

Mateelogus. Au, I pray you iudge charitably of 
your brethren, you run out now too farre. 

Enulalzs. A man may becharitable though hee be 
not fooliſh, Hee may becharitable, though he iuſti- 
fenot Eſaxs , that preferre their bellics, profits, and 
pleaſures before Gods kingdome, and mocking 1/ma- 
els, that being heyres of worldly things, have the chil- 

dren of Godin derilion, becauſe they haue not, or be- 
cauſc they will not worſhip the golden Image Iam 


a A 


mon , nor reverence them,nor count them the happi- 
er for their Image ſake, 
Aatezol, Thele and ſuch vnhallowed ſpeeches are 
too common in the mouthes of many preciſefellows, 
there is nothing with them but Scripture, but others 
that hauenorthe Scriptures in their mouthes,ſo much 

' | and therefore neither in their hearts, ] are as good as 
' they, for ought | [5/:d Bayard) (ee. What, doe you 
{-thinke, becaule wee regard not them ſo much, that 
| therefore we would not regard our blelled Sauiour,or 
| the holy Apoltles , if they were in mans appearance 
| among 
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among vs*there is none but they would ſpend goods, 
body,and life for him : there is none valelleyery few 
(ſuch as thoy art ) butthey would Icaue all, and follow 
him, yea we would religne all that wee haue, and al! 
that wee arc intc his hands, to diſpole at his gracious 
| will and pleaſure, or clſc we were as ill as the Jewes, as 
| Plate and the Phatiſces,and worthy to goe to hel with 
them 2 ( /doubt you will proae your ſelfe to be lutle better 
in the end, ) | PT» | 

Enlalus. 1 would be loath to prouoke you to an- 
ger, my purpoleis in friendly manner to reaſon with 
you,not to offend you, Letvs ſpeake ofan other mat- 

ter. This queſtion was put forth tome by a friend of 
| mine a while agoc,&c, , What if a Lion:were changed 
into a Lambe, whether, wopld che old ſheepe be afraid 
and run away from him ? 

Matzolog. Why , common reaſon anſwereth that 
queſtion, atthe firſt hearing, if the Lion were rurned 
| intoa Lambe, hce ſhuuld be.-counted and vicd as a 
| Lambe, and hce might well be afraid of qther things, 
| that befure were afraid of him. 
| Eunlalus. Youlay well, andasthething is, What if 
| a man wentto the wars. in a far country, and had been 


| forth twenty yeeres , many men ſuppoling that hee | 
' may bealiue, ſome doubting that he 1s dead, (ome a- | 
' uouchiog that heis alive, and will come thorely,;}Now | 
' if this man came in che forme of a poore man, -or a | 
| ſecuant,to his owne houſe, as /7:ſſes did, what would 
| his owne family ſay and doeto him ? | 
| Aateoloy. Ithinke he ſhould haue7Tiſſes intertain- 
' ment, they would mocke and deride him, and thrult' 
. him out by the head and ſhoulders if he troubled them | 
| too much, and (end for the Conſtable to carry him 
away to the [tockes if he would not beruled, and be} 
SORE, 
* Eulales, What if King ſhould diſroabe bib | 
of | 


-— — -— — a IS og, — —— - het - * _t 


OB Bs ons. n/a / I WED IRE, EE EI. 24-1261. Es MIA A ne; a _ 
_ _ — ——_— © om 2 > ur Wm ELEC. xz S 4 _ 


Pauls Crowne of Reioycing. 


of his glory, and come among his ſubieAs,in thc out- 
ward ſhew of a poore man, or a (cruant? put the caſe | 
ehat he ſhould come todwell in your cowne,behauing 
| himſelfe harmelefly and innocently among you , 0- 
| beying all hisowne lawes to the full, and good orders | 
| of your pariſh, what would men ſay, and indge of 
| him ? | 
| Adateolog, Tthinke there is none, but they would 
| count him an honeſt poor man, though there be ſome 
that is apt to ſpeake badly enough, whem (mall occa- 
lion is offered, and if he were neuer fo good, he ſhould 
neuer pleaſe all parties , for our towne is as the reſt 
of the world is. 
Enlalus, Bur what if he ſhould begin to med&lein 
your rownes matters, and to finde faultwith your rich 
| men for their vniult, hard , and vnlawfull dealings, 
likely enough, all in your pariſh obſerue not law,nor 
good order,eſpecially if it be nut for their profit:fome 
| | are wronged and oppreſſed among you, the ſmall of- 
fences of ſome are made heynous crimes, ſome ve! 
manifeſt wrong , and liuc in bad and cithoneſt fort , 
and yetno man dare ſpeakeof it: I ſay not that there 
are ſuch in your cowne, bur pur the caſe there were 
{uch. | 
Mateolog, To tell you therruth (forIhave known | 
their dealings, and their qualiticsa long time) there 
wereno abiding for him among them, if hee ſpeake 
' but a wordagainli ſome of them, though it were ma- 
nifeſt croth , hce were farre better runne his country | 
thanliue there; for therich would be againſt him,and 
'the poore to pleaſe the rich would doe nothing bur a- 
' buſe him, ſome few might happily pirty his cale , but | 
; they durlt ſay naught. | | 
| Eulalu, But what if his kingly maieſty appeared! 
| to them in his behauiovr , words, geſture, counſe;ls, | 
I aduiſc, learning, &c, they might cafily lee] -— Mi 
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goc beyond chemſlclues in all things , would they nor 
reuerence him then thinke you, for all his meane 
eſtate ? 

Hateolog. They would even doe as the Scripture 
Gaith in one place; whena rich man ſpeakes,cucry one 
mult hold his tongue, and praiſe him, though hebe a 
| foole ; but if a poore man ſpeake, they ſay , what fel- 
| Iow.is this? and ifthey get but any aduantage againſt 
' him, they will even hang him, if they could, luch a 
 ſayingthere is; ,and cuen ſo would they (ay to him, 
| I may lay it well enough, and doc them no wrong, for 
they haue neuer yet beene better; therefore King me 
 heere, King me there, ifthe King were.in {uch maner 
. among them as you talke of, they would make kim a 

ſubicR, lle vphold you for all his wiledome, coyn(cl], 
' &c, for they ſcorne that any meane man ſhould teach 
; or controll thera, | 
| Eulali, But what ifthe King of Kings,leſus Chriſt, 
ſhould come downe from heauen in ſuch appearance 
among them, as he was on carth in the (tate of his hu- 
miliation, and ſhould deale plainely with them as hee 
' did with his awne cuuntrimen, Zke 4. and with the 
' Phariſees, 17at.23. would they not befalled with wrath 
' and indignation ? would they not beready tocling like 


Bees together, ro make him weary of the rowne 2 | 


, would they not ſecke to intangle him un his own ſpee- 
' ches 2 
| Miazel, Itis like enough that if hee once crolle 


| them, they would dcale badly enough, and have little 


| regard to his Sermons, they arc to full of pride of 
' heart and couectoulneile, as they would turne oft cue- 
; ry thing with mocking andiefting, if otherwiſe they 
| could not reucngethemſelues of him, And 1 thinke 
there be too many ſuch like cuery where, 
Eulalns, How happenethr it that your Miniſter in- 
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| ftrveththem no better, hee might rcforme many a- 


| 


; the more thankes. T here hath becne more diſquiet- 


mm 


buſcs and diſorders among you, if hee were diligent 
in preventing and applying the Word as hec oughtto 
doc ? 

Matzolog. Our Miniſter is more diligent then hee | 
neede to be : hee might take lelle paynes, and haue 


nelle lince hiscomming , then euer there was before, 
but hee gayneth naught by that; for I belceuc hee | 
feeles the ſmare of itin his Tithes: payment. His pre- 
decelTor made a pretty liuing of it, becauſe mens harts | 
were moretowards him : Azaine, he was a good hul- 


band, and neither mak'e nor medled with any man,or 
; his doings,as this'man doth. Andto tell you thetruth, 
| [ my ſelfe (though he neuer harmed me ) cannot fan- 
cy him, nor like of his doings. 
Eulalus, Why, what arc his paynes ; you ſpake c- 
| ucen nowas though he wereno husband. 
| Careoleg, His paines is a deale of lips labour, all 
| | again(t himſclfe; there is nothing but catechizingand 
| | preaching with bim , if he holdon as he hath begun, 
' hee will catechize all the good ſeruants out of the 
\towne, he makes vs euen all weary of him. Youth mult 
'not play on the Saboth day, betweene Morning and 
 Euening Prayer : old pcople mult not meet together 
\attiie Ale-houſe to make merry,as they had wont to 
doc, A man mult not doe any (mall Iobb, nor walke 
to other townes vpon bulineiles, nor make bargaines 
on the Saboth day, and I cannot tell what a hundreth 
ſuch like prattles ( it would make a horſe breake his 
; halter to heareall ) but if all men were of my minde, 
we would giue him the hearing(lecing we cannot tell 
howto remedy it) but wee will doc as ourfore-elders 
hauc done before vs, as for him,we know not whence 
'he came, nor what hee would haue : when hee hath 
' madeanend, let him doe, &c. 
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Eulalus, Youſaid euen now that he bred much dif- 
quictnes among you z tell me wherein he ſo naughti- 
ly behaueth himſelfe, and I will talke with him:it may 
be I ſhall preuaile with him for a friends (ake of mine 
that hath beene a Benefator of his, 

Mateolog, Faith, I cannot [ay that he is of a naugh- 
ty bchauiour ; for he neuer lucs nor troubles any man. 
For indeede the poore pay him all his due, becaule 
they dare not withlland him ; neither doth he looke 
for morethen his duc , nor all that, asthe report go- 
eth : And as for the rich, he will not (ktand much with 
them ( they are ſo foward ) valeiTe they too grollely 
wrong him; and wrong him they will, doe what hee 


can, andI thinkein my conſcience, that ſome counts | 


it the belt andclecerelt gotten goods, 


But heerc is the nuſchicfe, hee is too bold, and too 


indiſcreet in his Catechizings and Sermons, he neuer 
keep:s his teske, but is alwaics roauing into Townes- 
matters, and inens manners , that he hath noughe to 
doc with:We are not ſo ignorant (as it plcaſes him to 
ezrme vsſometimes) but wecan (ce when he leaves his 
ecske. What is it for him to (tand telling vs of (uch 
tliiogs as are not in the Scripture ? We haueſome in 
our towne that can read indiff-rently well marry , and 
are $00d ſenlible men, that can finde no ſuch matter 
in the Bible: Wherefore wethinke that heeis too pre- 
cil2 and curious, le comes ſurely of pride, that hee 
would hauca!l men ruled by him (and thatour rownes 
men know well enough ) and that both his apparel]; 
and medliog in high maiters doth reſtifie; or it comes 
of malice, for liee hath no good neighbourhood in 
him: or of enuy, eucn as other poore men grudge at, 
and enuy rich men: or of choller, for he will beangry 


i 
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oft times we know not for what, euen when no man | 
hath wronged him, Well ; he thinkes there is no man 
ſo gaad as himſclfc, butI thinke there is none {o bad 
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as hee , and ſuch like Putricans, but if hee cannot be 
contentto read the Word of God to vs, and to trouble | 
vs with no ſuch bibble babble, ſome of our rich men 
will ouc1powre him and remoue hin!; hee had belt to 
looke well to himſelte z (berg among Scorpions, ) you 
ſhould be greatly his friend if you would aduertife him 


| of theſe things,but in no calc tell him;that I ſpeake ſuch 


' things vnto you, 


Eulalizs, 1 am (orry to heare you ſay that hee be- 


| haucs himlelfe ſo indifcreetly among you, eſpecially 


EE ——— 
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in the worke of the miniltery , doe you thinke that he 
{pcakes all of pride, enuy, malice, and choler ? 
AMatzolog. He doth, he duth without doubt,cuery 
man (ces, and layes that ; forif hee would letthem a- 
lone, they would let him alonezthat's a cleare caſe: for 
I hauc hcard many ſay ſo, and I fully beleeue it, I 
know it partly by my ſelfe, Heere is a fine man net 
farre off ( you cannot but hearc of him ) a very good 
(choller, he isas perfe& in his Greecke and Latine as 
in his Engliſh, it will doe one good to heare him, hee 
will goe from the Ale-houſe tothe Church,and make 
as good a Sermon, anda betterthen our Miniſter can 
doe withall his weekes [tudy : hee goes not an hare- 
breadth from his teske, to meddle of any by-matters, 
as our miniſter doth. The common ſaying is true, the 
belt Schollers are the leaſt medlers : hce deales with 
nothing but with Gods word, and hee bath therefore 
the good will of all theparifh, and wants nothing that 
they can doe for him, & 
 Eulalus. Itthey loue foto heare him,then they are | 


: 
| 
' 


| 
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a people of gdod knowledge ; they ſurely know how 


| to order their lives after the rule of Gods word; be- 
| cauſe he holdes himſelfe ſo to the word of God, and 


meddles with nothing elle, 

Aateoleg, Nay , I thinke they have as little to ſay, 
as wee haue: Wee haueſometalkatiue (but necdy)fel- 
lowes | 


— . 
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lowes in our pariſh that arc able toput themall downe 
in reaſoning, and I doubt the Miniſter eo: but neither 
wee nor they care for them , they might guide their 
| tongues , and keepe their friends if chey were wile, 
{ Such poore men ſhould mind their bulines,and pleaſe 
| their Maſters, and not runne to Sermons, and bulic 
| their heads, they know not about what. We care for 
| no ſuch pratlers that will bee making them(ſclues ber- 


! 


ter then other men. But I know what I know, they | 
that carry bookes in their pockets, carry the Deuill in | 
their hearts, And to tell you the truth , wee care for 
none thatfollowes or fauours our Miniſter:for there 
is no good neighbourhood , nor good fellowſhip in 
any of them, Ithinke more than I will ſpeake of, but | 
what this world will come tothe Lord knowes, | 

Enlals. It ſhould ſeeme by the drift of your ſpeech, | 
that you areinyour pariſh, asthey arein many more; | 
one man is againſt another, and all againſt the Mi- | 
niſter for his Preaching and Catechizing , as though | 
Gods word were your common aduerfary,cuen as He- | 
rod was again(t Pilate, and Pilate againlt Herod,and all | 
againſt Chriſt ; or as Simeon and Lews brethren in ini- | 


| you, bur of rhemthat are ſuch like. I take you to be 


, 
| 
' 


vity. 
, HMateolog, What doe you compare vs to Hered, | 
| that killed S, /ohn Baptiſt: to Pilatethat condemned | 
| our bletſed Sauiour? And isour Miniſter to be compa-! 
| red to Chriſt, toS. 7ohn Bapts/?, or to any of the Apos | 
| (Hes? Hee ! Whats hee ? No body, almoſt none of | 
| our ſubſtantiall men care for him, nor any thatis wiſe, | 
' onely a few ignorant baſe fellowes fauour him. It is | 
more fora dinner,or a pot of beere,then for any good | 
deuotion they haue, more then others. | 
Enlalus, Be not angry I pray you, Iſpeake not of 


my friend, and I hope neuerto giue you any iult cauſe 
to thinke hardly of me. I ſuppoſe that if /ohn a_—_ 
| 2 Pau ) 
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| Paul, Peter, &c. or any of thc holy men in times paſt, 
| were among you, inthe appearanceof anordinary M1- 


| 


| 


; 
' 


| 
Baum 
| minded towards /ehn the Baptift, Paul, Peter &Cc, For 


$i : R . 
| they would be quiet, not medling with your corrupti- 
| on$ in your townes matters, nor of your cuill man- 


! 


 -<— 
—__ — 


| niſter ({ay, it vere of your Minilter ) that you would 
Pgapaſts ce him, ſutter your ſelues ro be in{ttuRed, and 
 catcchized with all readinetieand willingnes, acknow- 
| Irdge and confell » your linnes, that you would be fo 
\ farre from oppreſiing one another , as you would e- 
uen (ell your pollcfhions , and calt the money at his 
feete, as the Chriſtians did at the Apoſtles fecte, Act, 
| 4 37+ and thaf you vouid ſuffer yuur ſelues to be rv. 
led and orderedin allthings by his Sermons, 

Matzologus. 1 truly , I thinke that I ſhould even 
doe fo, 

Eulalus, Vea, and all your neighbours that your 
| Miniſter ſo troubles and dilquiets, with his indiſcreet 
' preaching. 

Mateeclog, Tthinke they would I promiſe you, elſe 
| Wee were al; cuen asill as P:late, Herod and the Phari- 
| ſees,as you ſaid cuen now. 

Eulalus, I thinke indeede you would bee all alike 


ners that you complaine of, they would preach lear- 
nedly , in Latine, Greeke and Hebrew, and {cholier- 
like, as that fine man doth which you told me of,that 
men might haue a comfort and delizbr to heare them, 

as youl:iJ of himzthey would not raile againlt honeſt 
| men, reprouingthem for their couctouſactle, oppre(- 
| (ton, viury. bribery, enuy, lying, ſwearing, drunken- 
| nelſe, adulteries &c, but they would preach the Got- 
| ; pell, letting allſuch matters palle , doing their owne 
| dutics, and letting other men alone by them, as your 
fine man doth : they would keepe company, "and o0C | 
from the Ale-houſe to the PuJpie: they would reſpeRt | 
| your rich men , and not doe as your Miniſter doth , 
vw hich |. 


A INS 
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which makes no difference between the poore and the 
rich : nor betweene chicte-charge-bearers, and beg- 
garly perſons, and thinkes well of none, but ſuch as 
auour his Preaching and Catechizing, 

Mataolog, 1 perceiue now , that all this while you 
haue mocke mee : you ſcemeto be a fauourer of thoſe 
hypocrite Putricans, Ile{tand no longer talking with 
| YOU. 
| Enlalu, My purpoſe was not tomocke you, but to 
let you ſee how many men do ſooth and flatter them- 
ſel1es in the bare titic of a Chriſtian, or of a Proteſtant 
(as the common Papilt thinkes it enough to haue the 
bare name of a Catholike )b*ing in the meane time ſo 
far from the knowledeof God and true Chriſtianity . 
as they arc indeed the vtter enemies ot Chriſt and his 
members, and yet know not ſo much. Thisisthe dze- 


| 
| 


peſt hypocrilic of all, whereby a man blindsnot o- 
thers {o much, as he deccives his owne heatt, As for 
your lelfe, I perceiue that you are full of the darkenelle 
of this world ; bur if it ſhall pleaſe God ro hauc mercy 
on you,andto open the cies of your mind, you will be 
aſhamed of this folly that you haue vtt-red to mee; 
though now you thinke that you hauc well ſpoken, 
andtherather becauſc you haue too many abcttors in 
fuch ignorant Imaginations. 


tuouſly ſp:ake of ; 1 haue knowne him long, and am 


— — 


| As concerning your Miniſter,that you ſo contemp- 


; wellacquainted with him, I amſure, valelle you leeke | 
| occal1on, and deviſe matter again{t hin , you cannot | 
' iuſtly raxe him for any enormity ; whether it be for | 
not obſerving the Canons, or any temporall,or Eccle- | 
fiaſticall Law , or in regard of the faithfull , and con- | 
| ſcionable diſcharge of his calling, as the Lawes of | 
{ God and man enioync him; or in regard of his fe. 
| and conuerlation. | 
j Whereas you ſay that he is more diligent then nce- 
& 43 deth, 
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| deth thatis becauſe you delire not the knowledge of 

| God nor his waics, Your affcions are ſet on thecarth 
| and earthly things : Therefore for feare of the Law 
| youcome to the Church, but for want of the Loue of 
| God and his Word, you would ſoone be gone againe, 
to your drinking, gaming, iobs-doing, &c. as the dog 
| returnes to his vomit , and the Sow to her waſlowing 
| in the myre. 

Whereas you fay, hee fecles the ſmart of it in his 
| Tithes paying 3 this proccedes from your hatred of 
| God, and of Ieſus Chriſt, whoſe children you boaſt 
| your clues to be, as the Phariſees boalted of God 

their Father, and of eAbraham their Father, For by 
your owne confeclſlion it is meercly for his preaching, 
| and catechizing ſake, and alſo your good likingito 
| your former idle Paſtour, manifeſte<th the ſame. You 


| 
haue Iewiſh and murtherous hearts by your owne con- 


 f: (ſion , for you diminiſh his living by your cunning 
and crafty ſhifting ; you would faine bring him into 
' ſhame and obloquie, and make hima common by- 
word by your daily miſtaking all his ſayings, and do- 
ings, His Sermons you rurne off with raging ar euery 
thing that youthinke is ſpoken againſt) you orelfe 
with bitter mockings. Yea, you proceed (0 farre in 
your Icwiſhrebellion, as you can and dare, and as the 
- bribe can giue youlibertie, If the Lord bad not bound 
{your hands and feete with the chaines of good lawes 
and gouernment, it is like cnough your ciwill ſubſtan- 
:iall men would throw him ouer the Pulpit, and ſtone 
2:M out at the townes end, as the Nazarens would 
| haue throwne our Saujvur Chrilt downe headlong 
from a rocke; Luk.4. | 
| Whereas you lo much commend your former mi- 
'niſter for his husbandric, and nothing elle; thats your 
blindneſle, for the Scripture teacheth you zotherwiſe, 
Our Sauiour ſaith, He that Iayeth his hand to the plongh, 


| 


| and 
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and looketh backe, is vnapt for the kingdome of God. You 
arc his husbandrie, hee is to worke vpon you, to plow 
vp the fallowes of your hearts, to deltroy and kill the 
vnprofitable weedes of linne and wickednelle in you , | 
and to make your hearts a pure and cleane foule for 
the Goſpell, that you might bring forth the fruit of 
holinetle, and righteouſnes; that you glorifying God 
vpon carth,he might glorife you in heaven eternally; 
and that hee allo performing this duty which Chrit 
(whole Steward hee is ) hath layed vpon him, might 
ſhine as the ſtarres in the firmament for cuer and eucr, 
by turning you from the waies of death and damnati- 
on; torighteoulnelle andlife. 

Whereas you call his paines a deale of lip-labour, 
and ſay hee will catechize all the good ſeruants out of 
the towne, andlay that it would make a horſe breake 
his halter to heare all his prittle-prattle: The Lord 0- 
pen your heart, that you many know what you lay , 
and (ce in what miſerable and fearefull eſtate youare. 
There is none of theſe things but you heare them pro- 
ued & confirmed plainly by the Scriptures, and many 
| of them arc the very words of the Text. How hath Sa- 
| tan blinded and bewitched you, that he c2uſeth youro 
; mock Godto his face, euen as he would haue brought 
| Job to haue blaſphemed himto his face? /0b,1.1 1, The | lob.1.r1. 
; Lord conuert you, and baptizeyou with the fire of his | 
| ſpirit, that you may betransformed into a member of | 
| Teſus Chriſt : for truely you ſhow your lelfe as yer to 
| be but a limbe of che Deuill, What you are in Gods | 
eleRion, the Lord himlelfe knowes, but if youneuer | 
repent, you can neuer be laued, 

\ Whereas you ſay,you will give him the hearing, be- | 
cauſe you cannot remedy it , but you willdoeas you 
liſt ; It would make any Chriſtians heartbleedto heare | 
| you, For firſt you ſhew your cruell and reuengefull 
| hearts (asthe Iewes did to Stephen) in thatyou von | 
| auc | 
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| have a remedy, if Law would give liberty, and like e- 
| nuugh, ſo farre as it would permit; Forthe hatrcd of 
| worldlings againſt Gods Minilters and children, 1s as 
|a burning fire kindled by Sathan , andislike the vn- 
| quenchable tire of hell, 
| *Againe, whereas you would giue him the hearing, 
' and make no more adoe, you ſhew your reſojutionin 
| your obſtinacie: your meaning is, that you would 
| not contend too much with him ; that you will come 

to the Church as late as you can, and when you are 
| come, to while away the time in ſleeping, or thinking 
on ſome carthly thing ; and lo let both kim and the 
Sabaoth goe ; for youthinke he cannot preſent you, 
and (o. long you carenot. 

Againe,you lay he breedes ruch diſquietresamong 
(you,through his bold and indifcreet Sermons : Inthat 
[you thinke him too buld,that is the pride of Four own 


| barts,which chinxe thathe ſhould be afraid of your fa- 
| Tercm. 1.19, | ces,contrary to Godscommandement,/er.1.18,1s not 
| ;the Lord able with the breath of his mouth ro blow 
j 
( 
j 
| 


[you all in a moment into the riucr of firc & brimſtone, 
as he cauled the welt-winde to blow the graſhoppers of 
; Egypt into the red Sca? Alas feely wortnes that creep 
| on the carth, and ſauor of nothing but the earth. 
Whereas you taxe him of indifcreetnes,that is your 
| 'ignorance and indilcretion , that know not whitc from 
; |blacke. Youſay he keepes not his text : What,would | 
| you haue him to doe nothing bur read ouer his text 
| \an houre together ? You might iuſtly ther) make him 
,a common by-word, No, but hee roaucs into townes | 
| pramager” and mens manners, that hee bath novghe to 
doc with. Though he hath naught to doe with them, 
| yer God hathro doe with them, that, 1 hope you will 
4 


| 


'grznt, But when your Preacher applics the Word to 
[your towne in particular , and to the hearts and con= 
{ciences of you and other men in particular,for your 
| | owne | 


en, I 


Ko __ 


Parr ory ” _—— ———_—_ 
HU en Ts mc tn —_ —_ — 


G_ —  .- ADM. EEE Ae mm Re — —<— 


Pauls Crowne of Reloycing. 


| 
| owne inſtruction and reformation, then you lay , he 
goeth from his text. Hee meddles of ſuch things as 
concerne him not, You can finde no fuch thing inthe 
Bible : what is chis but ignorance, and hardnetle of 
heare ? you thinke becauſe you finde not thename of 
your towne and townes-matters exprelled word by 
word in the text , and becauſe the houles and names 
and particular ations of ſuch and ſuch men are not 
according co eucry circumſtance at large expretied(as 
your grounds are butted and bounded in your leaſes) 
that therefore the texe concernes not you, and conſe- 
quently none, and ſo would you haue God to haue 
nought to doe with you , no more than you would 
hauc to doe with him, Youu thinke enough for you to 
know what you would hauc ; but what he would haue 
you cannot abide to know. Yea, your ſpirits (though 
not your tofigues) docfſay , d:partaway from vs, wee | 
will none of thy waies, | 
And r Toes you thinke , that you doe but ſpeake | 
and doe againtt your Miniſter : yet the truth is, that | 
you fight like Giants againſt God and Chriſt , whom | 
you call your Father and Redeemer ; and not onely | 
you, but Satan by you . who rides you art his pleaſure. | 
| But you like the dumb hotle, or mule,that hauc none | 
; Vodertienging , know not whether you goe. And | 
thoſe Church-robbers that thinke their miniſters: 
tirches the beſt gotten goods,are the men that caſt lots | 
for Chriſts coate : for Chriſt is crucified, and h's gar- 
ment hath Lots caſt for it till the worlds cend.(I doubt 
chis is a myſtery to you. ) 
| Whereas you talke of preciſenes, curiouſnes, [trict- 
| nes, and Putricans ( as it pleaſerh your ignurance to 
| tecrme them ) theſe and ſuch like termes are but the 
froath of an cuill and mocking heart, andtheſcumme | 
of a corrupt iudgement , that knowes not what the 


| Miniſter, or what Chriſtian life meaneth, 
| b You 
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You your (elfe thinke, that this preciſenes, and too 
much buſyiag of himſclfe comes of pride, becauſe he 
would haue all men rulcd by him z whereas the rructh 
is, (and as his bchautour among you ſhewes it, vnleſle 
you be willfully, anditarke blinde ) that hee wholly 
and altogether (et.cth torth God vnto you, in his 
word, that you.might be ruled by him, and that you, 
(as all men are ) being by nature rebels againſt God, 
might be brought into ſubisRion vnder him, And 
for this cauſe yuur miniſter doth abafe him(clfe, that | 
making himſclfe no body,God may be all,among you 
all, andin you all, And that his rule over you, your 
hcarts 5 conſciences, and liues might the more cleare- 
ly appeare vnto you, and in you ; that he might pre- 
(ent you achaſt and pure Virgin to Chriſt: arrogating 
nothing to himſelfe, as Reval!s and Antichriſts doe , 
thereby ubſcuring Gods glory, but ſending and deli= 
uering you as it were into the hands of God, and Chriſt, 
that garhereth and clocketh you to himſelfe, as the 
hen doth her chickins, by your miniſter. Wherefore 
euen as the Churle ſaith, Corne is coo cheape, becauſe 
he cannot get ſo much for it as hee would hauc , but 
the poorc inde it to be too deare : even (o your own 
hearts are prone, ſtubborne, and rebellious , not his, 


walke with your God, and intruding your ſelues into 
ehe roome of God, Antichriſtianlike, you as Sycu= 
phants docin fpiritſay, that God is proud, which with 
the tongue, youas it were father vpon your Miniſter: 
being like the Libard,which for the hatred he beareth 
to man, tearcth hisimage in peeces if hee finde it in 

paper, parchment, &c, | 
Did not Corab, Dathan, and Abiram rebell againſt 
God in the perſon of LAefes ? Did nor the lſraclites 
calt away God from ruling over them in the perſon 
of Samuel ? 1 Sams, 8,7. Sec, if cuer any of the chil- 
| dren 


— 
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. word of Godin gencrall, | meane, fo long as they vn- 


| willingly heard our Sauiour Chriſt read his Text out 


diſcouer their hypocriticall and carnall hearts , to re- 
proue their infidelity,and that he will not carnally glo- 
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dren of God (pake this of che Prophets, that ſpake to 
them in the name of the Lord,whether Kings, Nobles, 
or Commons? But the rebells alwaies, not only Kings 
and Nobles, but cuen the bafeſt miſcreanes, tooke oc- 


away the Word of the Lord, andto intreat his meſ- 

ſengers dcſpitefully, and as it ſcemes you doe, the 

Prophet which God hath ſent among(t you, and to 
ou, 

n You (mile at this particular application, that I call 

your Miniſtera Prophet of God , but leet meetell you 

this by the way, that prophane perſons can heare the 


derſtand it not, and know not what vic to make of it; 
but when itcomes to be applied in particular,they fal 
eyther to raging,or mocking,as Luk,4. T he Nazarens 


of Efay,andaftcr he had begun to expound the ſame, 
they comended him,& wondred at his gracious words, 
but when hee began to reproue their vnbeleefe, ! and 


calion at the perſon of the Prophee to deſpiſcand calt | 


hardnes of heart, (which you call medling of cownes 
matters, mens manners)they were filled with wrath, : 
and went aboutto breake his neckes (They lookt for | 
a temporali kingdome without them, and not a (piri-/ 


" tuall kingdome within them, ) For theſe Nazarens/ 


boalted of Chriſt , and thoughtic a great honour to ' 
eheir country & city, that a Prophet ſhould ariſe from 
among them , that could preach ſuch high doAtrine, 
and worke ſuch and ſo many great miracles yea they 
imagined alſo that Chriſt ſhould glory inthcir carnall 
gracing and honouring of him, as if for that end hee 
ſhould preach and worke wonders : which thing his 
owne kinſman alſo imagined, 1ohn 7.3.4- For fleſhand 
bloud can goe no further. Butwhen Chriſt comes to 
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pO 


rife them, as they would carnally glorifie him, /ohn.5; 
44 then are they all in arage, they vill tocheir ability 
be reuenged of him, as it ſeemes you would be of your 
minilter. 

Apaine, if they fall not to raging, then they fall to 
mocking , as the couctous Pharilces mocke Chriſt 
Luke 16.14. when they perceiued that he tpake againſt | 
them: and this is your deuice, by your owne confelli- 
on, you woutd not ſtrive much with your Miniſter | 
(for want of power to do ewill) but you will ſhew your 
hatred in your mocks, wrye lovukes , priuy taunts, 
nips and girds, _— others again(t him , and 
bringing him and the Goſpel! into contempt , by all 
the (lic meanes you could, {o ſhajl rude perſons and 
abics be actors of your wickednelle ; but carry your 
(clfe as politickely as you can , and cover your ſhame |: 
with heatheniſh ciuility, as well as you may (as now a 
daies many of you are become as cunning as ſtage- 
players, ) yet youſhall but dance ina ner, 

You lay hee preacheth of pride, why ? becauſe his 
apparell ſheweth him to-be proud, There may be, 1 

hope , a proud heart in a leather doublct,like that of 

yours, and there may bea meeke (pirit, and humble 
heart in a ltuffe gowne like that of his ; you looke on 
the outward appearancz, bur God lookes on both 
your hearts, His apparell isſuch as his calling requi- 
reth; and I know that for your cauſe alſo hee weareth 
ſuch totake away offence, and contempt, you are fo 
apt to ſtumble at every (traw; for fuch as you, iudge 
onely according to the outward appearance , and 
would take occalion at his meancapparell , to diſpoſe 
the Goſpell, as the NVazarens did, ark. 6, 3.4. and 
for this purpole the Church hath alwaies enioyned 
decency in apparell to Miniſters. 

You lay, hee preacheth of malice, becauſe he hath 


no good neighbourhood in him , becauſe hee goes | 
| not 
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not to the Ale-houſe with you, and your hang-byes, 
haile-fellowes well met, to drinke andto game, and to 
preach ouer the pot (you would then heare him, with 
great deuotion, and not lay he preached prittle-prat- 
tle)therctore he hath no good neighbourhood in him. 


' ſhould (ce none in any of you,ſo much as in him. 
Matto. Why,what call you good neighbourhood, 
 Eulalus, The Apoſtle tells you in Epheſ.5.12. /nb- 
| wait your [elues one t0 another in the feare of God. It 
' your fellowſhip and friend{hip be knit in God, it is 
| good fellowſhip : If your fealting and meetings be as 
| they were in the Primitive Churchamong Chrithans, 
viing your ſe{ucs as inthe preſence of God, there is 
good fellowſhip and neighbourhood, lt you be atte- 
Aioned to loue one another with brotherly loue, and 
in giuing honour one going before another, that is 
good neiphbourhood, Rem. r2.10, It your rich men 
prey not onthe poore, by rent-racking, by {mall mea- 
ſures and grea? prizes, but relceue them before they 
fall, and hclpe them vp when they are fallen, Zyk.ro, 
33-34 35. thenarc you good neighbours, 
Bur if your good neighbour-hood be afted no 

where but at che Ale-houſe, in drinking and drunken- 
| ncfie, ribaldry and (wearing , in fooliſh angling, rot- 
'ten and vnlauory ſpeeches. In diflembling, lying, 
| Couſonage in bargayning, inſnarings (called ale-houle | 
| bargaines ) walting your good, like Ears: then 3s It | 
| ſuch like as S. Peter ſpeakes of, 1 Per 4.3.4, It's like 

che mceting of (wine at their trough; and it ſeemes 

ſtrange to {uch heatheniſh people, that good Chiilti- 
: an$ run not with them to the ſame cxcelle of riot, and 
| therefore ſpeake they evill of them, 
| You fay alſo that he preacheth out of choler, and | 
| that hee will be angry when no man hurts him, You| 


thinke belike, no man ſhould be angry for Gods caule; 


[] 
' 


- 
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{If you knew what good neighbourhood were, you | 
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Epheſ. 5.12, 


Rom.12,1 0. 


Luke.1o. 33. 34- 
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| you will take your brothers part, your kinſmans part, 


| 


and your friends part, when you ſee him abuſed: yea, 
in hisabſence, you will anſwer for him, it may be you 
will not deale onely words, but blowes for him, if you 


loue him well, and ſhould Gud haue no friends to take 


' 


| much as to lookewith an angry countenance againt 
; his enemies. Hath not God bcene, and is not Godour 
' friend that wee ſhould ſhew noloue at all to him?can 
| a childe with patience (ee his Father wronged ? and 
| ſhould thechildren of God not be difpleaſed when 
| they heare the name of God blaſphemed ? Surely ifwe 
loue our Fathers that begat vs, wee cannot but loue 
God much more which hath made both them and vs, 
andallthe world, and maintaines vs all, and all for vs, 
; of his own goodnes and bounty. If we loue our earthly 
| Mothers, that endured ſome bodily paines in our 
| birth, we cannot bur loue Teſus Chriſt, rhat endured 
| the curſed death of the Croſſe, For our new birth ; 
| Our Mothers bring vs forth Children of wrath; fire- 


| brands of hell, but Chriſt hath broughe vs forth chil-\ 


, dren of God, and heyres of his glorious kingdome, 
| Surely this loue of God towards vs, which is infinite, 
and endlefle, ſhould moue vs to loue him ; at thelcaſt, 
et be difpleaſcd with his enemies, and the contemners 
of him, 

Was not CMeſer angry with the Iſraclites in Gods 


| his part, not to ſpeake a word for him , nay,not fo | 


cauſe ? Exodus 32.19, Did not the Levuites out of 
their zeale of Gods glory ſlay every man his brother, 
companion, and neighbour ? Was not Lots rightcous 
ſoule grieued from day today, becauſe of the wicked- 
nelle of the Sodomitcs ? but you ſay, a man is angry 
for nought , if it be in Gods cauſe, you ſhew, what 
knowledge , what faith , what louc of God there is in 
you. This is farre from louing him with all the heart, 


ſoule, minde, and ſtrength, Thereis none ſo ready to | 


__ anſwere 


— 


| 
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anſwere forthem(ſclues as you are,yea,you will be very 
feruent and zealous in your owne cauſcs: but you will 
hate or mocke them , that (peake in Gods behalfe, 
Whether doe you loue God, or your (elfe better ? 
whereas you ſay, that ſome of your rich men will over 
' power him, and remoue him, valclle he louke well to 
| himſelfe ; he knowes that to be the nature of therich, 
| which ſerue the golden Deuill: Mammon , to hate all 
' them thatſeckecoſer forth Gods glory, Hee knowes 
| that Mammon is now (trong inthe world,and (o full of 
' ſophiſtry, that hee can make the Law a noſe of waxe , 
| yea,and the Golpell allo,to turnecthem which way he 
liſt, Notwithſtanding he feares not the fouldiers and 
; eruants of Mammon, though they come like Gols- 
| abs, (trong men, (cnlible men, found cardes, well 
; purſt, cunning vnderminers againſt him ; for God 
| hath put a (tone in his ſling , euen his word in his 
mouth, and giuen him ſtrength to (lay a Beare, and 
a Lion. God hath bidden him not tofcare you: where- 
fore ſhould hee feare ? Ezech,2.6, Sonne of man feare 
themnot, nor be afraid of their words , althongh Rebells 

andthornes be with thee, and thou remaineſt withſcorpions: 


OS 


| 


Excch 2.6. 


feare nat their words, nor be afraid at their leokes , for 

they are a rebellious bouſe, | | 

| Wherefore 1 would counſell you tolooke well to | 

| your (elfe, that Satan and your owne [ins ouer-pawer 

| Not you, and remoue you clcane out of Gods fauour, 
protection, and kingdome. 

Afeerward, you come to tell me of a fine man, of a 
great Scholler, that vieth more Grecke and Latine 
then Engliſh in his Scrmons, and thatie will doe one 
good to heare him, What edifying doe you thinke 
that any of his vnlearned bearers get by ſuch vſing of 
his Greeke and Latine ? You your ſeclfe lay that they 
profit nothing in knowledge, and I thinke they pro- 


| fit as little in goodlife, What good isthat you you 
of: 
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| Pauls Crowne of Reioycing. 
\ | of ?Iri8 even nothing but this, that you vic him, as an 
inſtrument to diſgrace your Miniſter witha!l, by your 
odious comparitons-making, And becauſe hecreby 
you comfort, rclecue, and refreſh an accuſing conſci- 
ence, whiles that you diſpoſe the plain-dealing of your 
owne Miniſter, and accounts him the right Preacher, 
| that lets you liue ſecurely in your (innes, 

|  Morcouer, doe you thinkeit a decent thing for a 
| Miniſter to goc from the potto the pulpit ? Should 
| henot rather come from God , I meane from prayer, 
| and Meditation,that he might pray and preach in fear, 
| humility, reucrence, and zeale , as hauing the word: 
put in his mouth from Godzand ſpeaking as from God, 
becing in the glorious preſence of Godand his An- 
ells? 

; You fay thatyou haue talkative fellows in your pa» 
riſh , that can put them all downe in reaſoning , and 
| their miniſter too, It likes you well , and ſuch as you, 
to call gracious words talkatiueneſſe, and prattle, 
| Marke what the Apoltleaith,Co/oſiars 3,16. Let the, 
| word of God dwell plenteouſly in you,in all wiſedom,cc. In 
' another place, Let yoar ſpeech be ſeaſoned with ſalt; but 
' you thinke that vaine , fooliſh, rotten, and vnſauory 
ſpeeches, ſhould rather beplentifull in men mouthes; 
for with theſe I never heare you finde any fault, oaths, 
lycs, fooliſh icalting , ribaldry hath free paſſage with- 
'Qut checke, orrebuke. And if ſuch perſons doe but 
humour and plcafc you, then is all well , taken how 
bad ſocuer it be,and with ſuch like perſons you loue to 
keepe company 3; but you haue no delight to tarry 
where there is ſober talke, and Chriſtian communi- 
cation; as I hauc {cene divers begin to hem, and to 
; hum, and to hang downethe head , to yawne, raſpe, 
|and ſtretch (as being weary with long fitting ) ſaying 
| that they haue buſineſle, and therefore mul} away,and 
% fliving out of the doores, preſently ſtumble into an 


— other | 


[ 
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| ded, Dewr.11.19.1Vemuil ſpeake of the Commandements 


| Pauls "rowne of Reioycing. 


other place, where they wili be as merty ascuppe and 
cann can make them. | | | 
But hearc what the holy man of God, the Prophet 


ſons, netther will hae fellowſhip with the deceufull.] bane 
hated the congregation of the wicked. and will not fit among 
thewngodly, And Pſal.119,115.e Away from meye wick- 
ed , for I will keepe the commandements of my God. And 
Pro,14.7. Depart from the fooliſh man, when thou per- 
ceinueſt not in hins the lips of knowledge, And Ecclus.g.17, 
Let thy talkg be with the wiſe, and all thy communication 
in the Law of the moſt hizh. This is expreſly comman- 


continually, when wee ſit at home, when wee walk by the 
way, when wee riſe vp, and when we lye downe: but they 
that do thus, by your confeſlion, ſhall loſe their friends; 
if they loſe their friendſhip of finners, to obtaine the 
friendſhip of Gd, and his Angells, it is a gainefull 
loſſe, for therebe more with them then againſt chem. 


Damdlaith,P[al.26 4.5.1 hane not dwelt with vame per- | 


Plal.26.4.5. 


; Pal.rr9.rrs. 


Prou.r 4.7. 
Pcclus.g.17, 


| Deut.x 1.19. 


Whereas youlay ( awonted Proucrbe among pro- 
phane people) ef booke in the Pocket, a Denill inthe 
heart ; There be (ome that carry no bookes in their 


pockets, nor yet good words intheir mouthes,which 
notwithſtanding haue the Dcuill in cheir hearts, All 
arc not bad that carry good bookes with them, nor 
all good, that haue_ no bookes. It is a Proverbe a- 
mong you, heethat doth as the Preacher would have 
him doe, ſhall dic a beggar : but there be ſome which 


dye beggars, becauſethey wiil not doe as the Preacher 
would haue them. And I my ſ(elfe haue heard ſume 
fay , bring not vp your ſonne inlearning, for it will 
make him a bad husband ; but there be ſome bad huf- 
bands that were never brought vp inlearning. 

You call your honeſt men needy,in way of con- 
eempr- It is as calic for the rich man to ſcorne the 
poore for his poucrty , as it is for the fat Oxe that is 


ready 
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| ready for the ſhambles to tread the feeblevnder fete. | 


| pectally the poore, that canlealt helpe themfelues 


— — — 


| tie holy man Darid was peſtered, and puſhed at 
with ſuch fat Bulls of Baſan, P/al, 22.12, and bark't at } 
with luch dogs, ver/e 16. (o was Chrilt allo , whereof 
he was a :gwre 3 and (o are, and ſhail all Chriſtians, ef- 


| Marke well, what our Sautour Chrilt ſaith, Ir is as bard 
| far a rich man to enter #nto the Kingdome of Heauen, 
44 for a gavle rope to paſſe through the eye of a nee- 
' dle: The temptations of Mammon prevatlc ſo much | 
with them, as thar they cannot lubiett thiir hearts to 
the Golpellzthey wil not haue lefus Chriſt robe [King 
, and ruler ouer them, like the itnurthcrous Husband- 
men in-the Goſpcll, they carnor abide todo homage 
to Chriſt ; luch manner of feruice is too baſe, with 
| the proud and licenti-us vorldlings, It will nut afford 
| ſuch mear, drinkey andcloth, as a man ſhculd haue, 
and there is no liberty bur continuall paines-taking, 
Lewd (eruants that take no pleaſure in their Maſters 
| profit, nor. delight in a well ordered family, loue to 
| ſerve diflolute and prodigall maſters, where thcy may 
| haue gr.at wages to maintaine price, wantonnes,and 
| paming,acd wherethey may haucfull cope and liber- 
ty 10 lay and doe what they lilt : Euenſo, mouit rich 
| men, and all worldlings, haueno pleaſure at all in the 
| prohung of Chriſt by their faithfull ſcruice, neither 
| hauc any delighr in his guuernment and family, there 
| is ſv much (Iriftnelle, curioulnetTe and baſe work; but 
| chey mult (erue golden Mammon,that will giveth:m 
| wage enough, they (hall want nothing that will doe 
them v00d, for thero is neither pinching nor ſparing, . 
ncither ſhall they be reſtrained of cheir libcrty. 
| Now ſeeing that theſe worldlings are ſuch bad and 
froward ſeruants, Chriſt which is a (traight and hard 
| man, and therefore lookes to hauc his bulineile well 
| followed, and to receiue his owne with aduantage,v1ll | 
| haue | 


\ 
| 
} 
| 
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; men, labouring men, vnlearned men, men of no equ- | 


- arc, not booke-lcarned as they are, not at leyfure as | 
| they are, but alwaies in fome labour and trauell , and | 


| 


; Heereupon comes this difference betweene them, and 
G 2 the | | 


| 


Pauls Crowne of Retoycing. 

hauc thoſe that haue not dwelrin wanton and prodi- 

gall houſes, where there is nothing but cating and 

drinking, mirth and paſtime; but hee hath choſen the 
2ore and necdy to confound the rich;the fooliſh and | + 

limple, to confound the wiſe and the learned ; the | 

weake, and helplcile, to bring to naught the mighty 

and the ſtrong, « Cor.1.26,27,28, This Scripture 18 | , Cox. 1, 26.25. 

fulfilled in your owne eyes, in your owne towne , and | 28. 

yet you cannot leeit, b:caule he lookes on the heart, | 

and hath mercy on whom hewill, and you contrarily | 

looke on the outward appearance, and iudge thercat- | 

ter. In Marke 6. Chriſt preacheth in his owne coun-.| Marke 6. 

ery, and worketh miracles there alſo, but how do they | 

heare tim and receiue him? Whence hath he this do- | 

Arive?What wiſedomeis this that is giuen him? How | 

doth heeworke (ſuch great wonders ? Is hee not a car- | 

penter # are not his Mother, Brethren. and Siſters with | 

vs? Buthecre was all, and therefore Chrilt maruelled 

at their vnbelcefe, In the weake and meane outward 

appearance of Chriſt, they might the more cleare- | 

ly haue feene the power, wiſcdome, and glory of | 

Gud,bad they not beheld him with fleſhly andcarnall | 

CY CS, 

So may you fſeethe mercy,grace , and goodn:s of 
God in opening the eyes of your poore men, tradel- 


[ 
' 
I 


cation, of no meanes, ſuch as the Diſciples were; | 


H 


| 

| ; | 

rot fo (enſible and fo wiſe as ſome of your rich men | 
| 


yet can they put downe all your ſenſible men in rea- | 
ſoning, and your fine Latine Preacher with them. ls | 
not this the power of God inlightning their mindes, | | 
moliifying their hearts with the oyle of grace, and | 
lanAifying the word vnto them which they heare ? 
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Luke 1.53- 


Pauls Crowne of Reicyciuze | 
the rich, and berwcene other poote inci and them, 
They hunger and thirlt after eh* w1d of God, there- 
fore God (atisheth their {ſc uics with God,and they are | 
fatte and well-/iking, the rich have not chis {piruvall 
hungar, and thirſt , and therfore they are ſent cmpry | 
away. Luk.l.5 3. 

T heſe poore men among you(whom God hath re-! 
ceived ro mercy ) you call pratling felloscs, beggarly 


q 
| 
| bulinctTe, and not runne to Sermons : this running to 


perſons, Putricans, with other mocking,vrgodly,and 
enuious termes. Our Sauiour Chrilts couptrimen ad- 
mired his do@iine, wiledome, miracles,but ever in the 
end they came in with their( But:)He1ts but a Carpen- 
ter, but of mcane parcntage, but of meane education, 
&c. Euen fo due you come in alwaics with your But: 
but h.c is no Scholler, but he is no linguiſt, but our | 
; rich mcn and great men regard him noty hee is but 
| this, he is but that : ſo you make this But, a ſtumbling 
| blocke , orrather a brazen wall to ſeparate you from 
| Gods Kingdome, The Lord eurne your hearts. 

Apaine, you ſay ſuch poore men ſhould mindtheir 


| Sermons indecde is a great beame in your eyes: you 
| commonly judge them vnehrifts, that ſpend an houre 
| inthe weeke day at a Sermon # but you neuer ſpeake 
| of them that ſpend many houres inthe weekein idle | 
| talke, or at the Ale-houte,Nay I hauc heard your owne 

' tengue commend & tradei-man, for his orderly courſe 
: of life 3 and among orher things, that heewould goc 
| twiſe or thriſe in the weeke tothe Ale-houſe ; if hee 
' liked the company ; but he duely kept his tine, hee 
would not paſle his houre vnleſle by great chance, Nei- 
ther doe I ſimply diſallow this thing in him ; but if he 
beſtowed one of thefe houres inthe hearing of a Ser- 
mon, I ſhould thinke the better of him, and ſo would 
you to, For I am perſwaded that you your ſelfe 
thinke the Church better than the Ale-houſe, and the. 
word 
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| word of God to beas needfull for the ſoule, as Alc for 
the body, And if they otternotthe ſacrifice of fooles, 
but giue diligent care, and laying vp that in memory 
which they heare,ſhall afterward vpon occaſion ſpeak 
of the ſame, Ihope that you for your part will not 
| termethem pratlers, nor hatethem for it, but rather | 
, commend them, and loue them, preferring them be- 
' tore others that haue thatcare to know God, nor de- 
| fire to heare his word, 

Alalle, I aim ſorry to heare you ſay , that you care 
for none that followes, and fauors your Miniſter. You 
{ ſhould aj! fauour him, and follow his doatrine : yea, 
' and him allo, wherein hee followeth Chriſt, You | 
| ſhould be his fcllow-helpers,and gather with him, and 
| not ſcatter abroad,nor hinder the worke of the Lord 
' in his hands; You rich men ſhould countenance him 
 alithat you can , that thereby all ſorts, and cuen the 
; worlt people might be moucd to reverence him, 
; which in the contempt of him, contemne the word of 
| God, and God himſfelfe, whoſe meiTenger he is. They 
| ſhould couer his faults , and infirmities, that by ſuch 
' things the word of God be noteuill ſpoken of among 

them thar ſeeke ſuch accalions. They ſhould helpe 


2nd releeue his wants(as all true Chriſtians euer haue 

done) that poverty hinder not the worke of the Mi: | 

ntitery and ſo yuur foules be {tarued, and famiſhed to 
: death through the pining of his body, 

You will meate your oxen, and keepe your horſes 
| well, that they may be ſtrong to labour, elſe your bu- | 
| fineile will lye vadone : ought you not then much 
| more to maintaine your miniſter,that your ſoules may 
\ be filled, and ſatisfied with good ? Will you withdraw 

meat from your bealts , that they might not worke, 
| and y<t would hauc your worke done ? ſurely you 
would thinke him hardly well in his wits, that would 
doe {0 : cucn (o,will you ſacrilegioufly withdraw your 
Miniſters 
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' Miniſters maintenarcce, that he might notpreach, and 
| yet would beſaucd, this is ſpiritual] madncs, and dead | 
| drunkennelle, 
| Alas fer you, I pitty your caſe, I perceiue how the 

gods of this world, Satan and Mammon,haue blinded 

the eyes of ſome of your rich men, and hath preuai- 
| led fo much with them, as he hath brought them ro be 
'ranke Pharjſees, as il] and worſe then they, that per- 
| ſecuted Chriſt, 
| Somefew of them, ie ſhould ſeeme, being fat at 
| the heart, and full in the purle, are prickt with pride 

' and vaineglory, whereby they ſecke co oucr-power all 

| the meaner ſort, to prey vpon them at their com- 

mand, both to ſay and doe, not what truth and righe 
is, but what they would have. If aoy ſubmitthemſeluecs 

' and yeeldtotheminall thinzs, magnifying and prai- 
(ing them, him chey vill countenance and fauour and 

' chiefly giue him faire words; butall accumprs in the 

end being caſt,he ſha!] tinde himſelfc nothing helped, 

' or bettered by them, vnlei! | 

but if any diflike the:r doings and crotle them ſome- 

times, yea, when hecan doe no other, vnletle hee will 
burthen his conſcience, kim they will be reuenged of, 
 diſgracing him , and watching opportunity to thwart 
him ; and as I may fay , to worric him if they could, 

And by thoſe meancs haue they brought, and ſceke ro 
(bring all men1nco their ſubicion, whereout they ſuck 

no (mall aduantage. 

Now theſe men cannot abide your miniſter for his 
Plaine dealing with them, yea like envious Riualls rhey 
[cannot abide that any reſpect or reverence ſhould be 
| had, or giuvento him, for they thinke it great diſgrace 
to them, thatany man ſhould be preferred before them 
'in any thing in your pariſh ; yea they make accompt 
; of your miniſter , bue as ot a bodily (eruant for out- 
ward Church-dutics, according to Law, and that there: 
fore 
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fore they | pay his tiches as his wages, They would 
not hau- him to meddleor make with townes-mat- 
ecrs, which are ſvuayd after their owne lults, nor 
of their wickednelle, becauſe they would not haue 
their vglinetle and (ſhame vncovered before the eyes 
| of the world, nor the gnawing worme of their galled 
conſcience {lirrcd and fer on worke before the time, 
(the Lord conuertthem if ir be his gracious plealure.) 
tence it is thatthey {:cke to lingle our all men from 
him, that being left alone, and no man daring to ſpeak 
in his behalſe, no not the manifelt tructh, they might 
ypon cuery light occafion vie him at their pleaſure: 
but though all men |caue him, yet God will affift him, 
in his owne caulc; and inthe end all men ſhall ſee his 
| power in the conucrlion , orinthe confuſion of theſe 
| wicked Caitiues, 
| AMateolog. It is even as true, that you fay, as God is 
| in heauen, They are lo fed as they are like a foole with | 
| a full belly, anda bablc in his hand, No man can bee | 
| in quiet for them : they are euen the molt yenemous | 
| people that euer man came among{tzit is not pollible 
| tocſcape their hands , but chey will one way or other 
| miſchicfe him : 1 haue had bur tou muchexperience 
' of — &c. 
| Eulalus, How bad ſocuer they be, let not vs be 
, moved to impatience, but vie good words; If wee fee | 
| | their wickednclſe, 1ct vs hate it, but Ict vs loue their | 
| perſons, God can make them velilels of holinelle and | 
| righteouſnelTe at his plcafure, A lofeanſwere pacifieth | 
| wrath, and gaod words quench che coales of [trife;we | 
| muſt not ccalc to be goog becauſe they arecuill. 
| Butto make ancnd of my former ſpeech vnto you; | 
| If yoav remeinber, you were angry with me (when vp- | 
| on your owne ſpecches) I ſaid you were like to Pilate 
| and Hered, one againlt another , and all againlit your | 
| Minilter; doe you not even now lay the fame vpon heel | 
- other 
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| hating the one, andnotloving the other. | 


ap_— i. en lhe — - — —_— — —  ——— _—_ 


Pauls Crowne of Reioycine. 


— 


other occaſion) terming them venemous, and full 
fooles with bablcs ? Whereby it appeares that you are 
now with them, now againlt them, faine would you 
have their fauour, but yuur owne will withallz but your 
loue to Gods word , and your miniſter is like theirs, 
Well , I perceiuc that (inne raignes in a company of 
you , and that Satan rules you at his pleaſure. When 
you and they arc at ſome variance, and the Minifter, 
as his text doth lead him , doth reproue ſome linne 
| that you know them guilty of, that finne you remem- 
| ber well, and will be rehearſing of it, and curri-fauou- | 


ring with the Miniſter , to ſhroud your ſelfe vnder 
| 


him : this you doe out of a reucngefull heart to dif- 
race and defame your neighbours , and that in ma- 

| -_ others bad, your elfe might ſecme good, Again, 
| when time {crues, you will ſideto them againſt your 
miniſter,and call his reprouing of linne rayling againſt 
honelt men, and (ay that he hath no neighbourhood, | 
nor loue of his people in him : that hee ſpeakes all | 
out of pride, malice, cnuy, choller : Whereby a man 
may calily ſee , that ſome among you are religious ; | 
ſome prophane and vamoucable in their wickedneile, 
ſome cratty ſhifters,ſeruing themſelucs of both partics, 
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| What ſay you now, being in this tune that you are 
in? Put the caſethat 7ohn the Baptiff, or Paul, or Poter, | 
&c. or any of the holy men of-former times , ſhould 
'come to Preach among you : put the caſe that Icſus 
Chriſt himſelfe ſhould come, ( I meanc not working 
' miracles, nor diſcovering them(ſelues) but preaching, 
and teaching in ſuch manner as they did to the lewes, 
\& to other peoples, when they liued on earth? You ſay 
'you would heare them, follow them, reverence, and 
| honour them,confelle your (innes, you would ſpend 
goods, body , and life for them , you would caſt all 
that you had at their feete , and ſuffer your lelues to 


| be 
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Bur the manifeſt eructh is, that Chriſt himſclfe 
ſhould finde no better entertainment , than your Mi- 
niſter now doth , nay farre worfez for Chriſt vſed 
to ſpeake to the (piries of men, fecing hee knew 

thechoughtrs of their hearts, and their (ecret {innes z 
| and therefore would you perlecute him with more 
| deadly hatred. Hee would not preach comfort I war- 
' rant youto obſtinate and hard hearted Phariſces, nor 
| frame his ſpecches to the liking of their corruptiudg- 
ments, and carthly imaginations , as you wauld hauc 
your Miniſter to doe, 

But you will ſay hee would be innocent, harme- 
; lefſe, finneleile, giuing none occalion, no appearance 
| of euill, yea, hee would (toppe the mouthes of the 


; worlt , that chey could not {pcake one cuill word of | 


him, 
| But by your leaue, that is well ſpoken which is 
' well eaken , and that is well done, that is well conſtru- 


| ed, If you be of froward diſpolitions, and cuill harts, 


| how would yourake that at his hands,which were con- 
 trary to you ? how would you being of ignorant and 
Corrupt indgements interpret his words , andcenſure 
his doings?le matecreth not onely who is the ſpeaker, 
| and what is ſpoken; but allo who is the hearer, and 
| how it is heard, The ſerpent can finde poiſon there 
| where the B:2 can findeno poylon but honey, And 
| I baug often heard e;*m (ay that the cunning Alchy- 


milt can draw gall ourof hony, and hony out of gall: | 


' you mult therefore conſider what heart and cares 
| . a 
you haue : I tejil you pfainely, that vnleſlſe Chriſt 
ſhonld put new heeres into your bodies, you would 
ncare him no otherwiſe then you due your owne Mi- 
' nliter, that cannut giue you newhearts, Andehough 
hee be molt holy, yet would you eltcemehima lin- 
ner. What I pray you faid the proud and couctous 
| il Phariſces 
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Max.r1.19. 
Mat.27.63- 
Mat. 9.34 
lohn 10.29. 
Tohn 8.48. 
Iohn 9 I4. 
Marke 3-21 . 


« 


— : ' 
| Phariſees ofhim? Heeis a glutron, a drinker, a com: | 


; 
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' men companion, CHatthew 11 19, A deceiuer, Mat- | 
' thew 27.63. A Sorcerer, or wotker with evil! Spirits, | 
| Matthew 9.34. Hee hath a Devil, and is madde, why | 
! doe you heare him? /obn 10 20, Hee is a Sarnari- 
|tane, and is frantike, /ohn $8.48. They know that hee | 
 isa inner, [obng. 24, yea , his owne kinſmen layed ' 
| handson him, ſuppoting that hee was matlde, Zark. | 
3-21, gd 
How then I pray you wouldthe proud, couctous | 
' Phariſees in thele daief receiue him ? How would pro- 
phane mockers heare him? Euen worſe then they doe. 
; your Miniſter , or any other fanhfull Pattor clſc- 
| where, For the more purely that the word of God is 
| preached, the more doth it diſſent from the corrupt 
| heart, and more neerely (carcheth it, and makes (in- 
| ners more ſinfull , working more forcibly inthe con- 
| ſcience. Heereupon the rebellious ſinner preſently 
| ſeekes for falle releefes, eaſe, and comforts , and that 
is by returning all vpon the Miniſter, hee is a Puri- 
'tane, hee is phantaflicall, preciſe, indifcreete, vn- |- 
charitable; now he ſpeakes to him(ſelfe, for wee arc | 
; no ſuch men ; hee ſpeakes out of pride, malice, en- 
| uy , choller, falie information, theres none worle 
then himſelfe, ſuch Chriſtianity cannot be ated &c. | 
| How I pray you, did they cenſure John the Baprift ? 
Hee hath a Deuill , the Deui'l is in him, a grimme | 
\dogge , a melancholy fellow, uicaxrtewre;, &c, How 
then would you (peake of him, and of Chriſt? It! 
new wine be poured into olde vellells, whoſoeuer 
poures it in, and howſocuer it be poured in , the | 
veſſels will burſt, And if a new pecce be ſewed to an 
old garment,how good ſoeyer the peece be, and how 
cunning ſocuer the taylor be, it will rent away part 
of the olde : for the olde vellell cannat containe the | 
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new wine, northe olde rotten garment retaine the 
new cloath, If the pure word of God from Chrilts 
owne mouth were applied to your olde, ficſhly, and 
rotten hearts , what containing or retaining would 
[there be of it ? Againe, fo long as you are carnall, 
| how can you iudge of thoſe things which are ſpiri- 
tuall ? | 
| The natural man cannot percciue the things of 
' the ſpirit of God, for they are fooliſhneile to him , 
| nothing ſounds weli to his care, but that which ſa- 
| uours of fl.(h and bloud. And therefore many dain» 
|ty cared men can away with none bur with ſchol- 
| lerlike Sermons, The Word muſt ſauor of humane 
' wiſedome andlearning , elle there is no more ralte in 
it, than in water, heecannotabideto drinke it ; butific 
hath ſugar in it, or bemixt with wine, thenfor the (u- 
gar and wines fake, hcedrinksitoft, and commends 
tt not({imply, but ſecundum quid, But the pure word 
_ of God hath neither good taſte, nor good farewell, 
' it gocth downe cither like water in the (ortiſh, or 
like wormewood and gall inthe hard-hcarted and ma- 
| litious. 
| lIudge nowl pray you, how your frowardrich men 
| would hearc, receiue , entertaine, and welcome le- 
; ſus Chriſt, in whom they ſay they belecue, whom 
; they loue aboueall , and by whom they hope to bee 


| 


' faued, I feare that they which ſo greatly commend 
your fine man, that preacheth more Greeke, Latine , | 
and Hebrew, then Engliſh, and which are ſo delighted 
and comforted with his languages, if Ieſus Chriſt | 

| were preaching tothem, in ſuch manner as hee did on | 
the earth , would hardly giue him friendly intertaine- | 

| ment, they would hardly all agree to make hima ti-| 
 pend, orcontribution, I doubt ſome would giue him | 
| Neuer @ penny, euen of them that are the moſt able. | 
| H2 Mataoleg. 


| | 
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Afatzoleg, I am no Scriptureman: I canner anſy er 


| you to euery thing; but it vill rot linke into my head, | 


: 


[] 


' 
j 


; 
1 
4 


| 
| 


| 
| ment in the world then his brethren haue now , and 
| have had ? They that know not-his members. (1 Co- 


man for itappeares by you, that that gift is not yet 
giuen to you, neither doe you as yer dclire it, For it 


to be mocked of your friends & companions,and you 


' were among them ? Surely he that knowceth the head, 


| 


| 
| 


but that we ſhould all heare andebey Chriſt, T hough | 
| wee be bad cnough ( as there is none good but God) | 
yet wee are not ſo bad, I truſt, whatſocuer you ſay, 1 
' hope you are no Prophet, it is hard for you to judge 
what wee are , muchleile can you tell what y ou would 


be, | 
Ewlalus, 1 perceive well that you are no Scripture 


may be that you are atraid to-betermed a Puritane,or 


louenot to be mocked, Whereas you ſay that Iam no 
Prophet: It is enough for me that youare a Prophet in 
theſe things, For I haue ſaid nothing but that which 
you hauc laid, and 1 build vpon your reaſon, and com- 
mon reaſon, | 

You ſaid euen now that if a Lion were turned into 
a Lambe, hee would be but regarded and vſed likea | 
Lambe. Euen ſo,when God tooke our nature, cuen 
mans true ſhape vnto him , was hee not regarded and 
vſed as a man inthe world? Yea, and was hee not 
more deſpircfully and ſhamefully intreated in the 
world, then eucrany man was before him ? What if 
hee were inthe ſame appearance now in the world, as 
then hee was, ſhould hee haue any better entertain= 


rinthiaxs 1.15. which diſcerne all things, and areindged 
of none : ) How ſhovid they know the head, if hee 


knoweth the members allo, and hee that knowes 


notthe members knowes not the hcad, for they are all 
one. Heb.2,11. 


You | 


"BELT 
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| it he begin once to meddle with you, and toreforme 
; you, then you would not let him alone. Why ? be- 


| 
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You aide alſo, that if a man were forth twenty | 
yeares in a ſtrange countrey, and ſhould returne home | 
againe in the forme of a (cruant or poore man , that | 


his owne family would not know him : Euen fo Saint | 


lohn fpcakes of Chriſt , John 1.10, Hee eame aweng \ohn 2.10. 
; bis ewne, and his onne received him nat, It they had | 


knowne him in Afoſes and the Prophets, they would | 


| 


you could not poſlibly know him if hee were a- 
mong you : for you can n0 way know him but by his 
VOYCC. 

You ſaid moreouer thatif a King ſhould come in- 
to your town? in the forme of a ſeruant, or poore 
man, that hee would not be heard nor regarded at 
all, though hee ſhewed forth himſelfe in his counte= 
nance, geſture, behaviour, wiſedome, counlell, ad- 
uiſe, learning, &c, Euen fo though Chzilt was the 
brightneſlſe of the glory of God, and the liucly 1- 
| mage and patterne of his perſon ia the world , the 
| waielly , power, greatneile, wilcdome, and good- 
' nelle of his God head ſhining-in his perfor, face, 
countenance, words, workes ; yet his owne knew 
him not. And jt hee were in ſuch ſorramong you,nei- 
| ther wauld you. know him noz hearc him otherwiſe 
| hen now youu know himyand heare him by his voyce; | 


cauſe hce will not let you alone, as you ſaid of your 
Miniſter, Alas for you | pitty you, becauſe you can- 
not ſee your owne hypocrilie that you might repent, 

There was a cerraine Biſhop, that ata vilitation 


| ſurely have receiucd him , as ſome belecuers did. Su | 
if you know him not now in his Word preached, ! 


preached a very godly Sermon, and godlily, cuen 
eo the capacity of the meanclt hearers, 1 heard him 
very greatly commended for his grave geſture , for 
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his diſtin and ſober deliueric, for his Fatherly in- 
firuQions, ſpeaking plainely and familiarly as a Fa- 
ther eo his Children, not fo earneſt and vehement, 
and hotte, as young nouices arc, &c, And hee was 
worthy to be a Biſhop. As for their Miniſter, hee 


was but a youngling, and as gnod as no body in 
compariſon of him, If they had ſuch a Preacher, 


q 


they would giue I know not what (for thelc gauelit- 
| tle, or nothing towards the maintenance of their 
owne ) 

This greatand generall commendation was [ignth- 


| ed tothe Biſhop in priuate,&c, Now atthe next yeare- 
| ly viſitation after, the ſame Biſhop came in the attyre 
and faſhion of an ordinary and poore miniſter , ha- 
| uing his beard ſhauen, &c. « ffcring himſelfe to bee 
| their Preacher , for there was a ſpeech in the rowne 
' that their owne Preacher would goc away to another 
; place. The Biſhop of (ce purpole did choole another 
; text differing from his former in words , but not in 
| matter,ſo that ina manner he preached the very ſame 
| Sermon, Now the ſame perſons that did ſo much 

commend him before, did as muh diſcommend him 

now, and that in mine owne hearing. T hey ſaid that 

hec had ne good geſture, buta heauy kinde of moo- 
; ing of his body, that hee bended too much forward, 
| and ſtood not vpright , chat hee was nothing ripe, nor 
| ready in his deliuery , that hee could be no (choller, 
' becauſe hee was (o plaine ſpoken, that almoſt any 

man mighe make as good a Sermon, that it differed 


little from ordinary talke, that hce enforlt , nor fol- 
| lowed his exhoreations with no vehemencie, nor ear- 
neſtneſle, andthat his words had no lifc in them, to 
 ſtirre vp attention, or to mooue theaffeRions of the 
| hearers, thatnone of them would giue a penny to+ 
| wards his maintainance , and that they would haue 


an ' 


———— — — 


| 
| 


: 
l 


| 


| and fincerity , and if you once be eatredintoa good | 
| way, bee conſtant in it to the end without feare, or | 
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ſome kinde of worldlie flouriſh, as the lewes con- 
' ceived of him: but the plaine tru: 1h is, that you would 
' lay and judge no otherwifeof him, then of any other | 


| fa etifull paltour : for you commend you know not | 


« hat, and you diſpraile you know not what, 


& Ut now totrouble you no lonzer, let mee co in. 
| {ell and exhourt you , as a fiend, and Chriſt.an br - | 
| ther, caſt away a!l thele vaine and worldly Imaginati- 
| ons, pray vnto God to enlighten the eyes of your | 
minde, that the glorious light of che Gofpell might | 
ſhine vato you, which as yetis hidden from you, pray | 


vnto him to take the (tony heart our of your body, 
| and tv giue you an heart of fl:th, a penitent, humble , 
| | and ſober heart , leauc that fooliſh ica(ting, and that 
| vaine Ale-houſe company keeping , betake your ſelfe 
| to priuate prayer, and reading, and then GOD will | | 
heare you, and come vnto you, for hee will not turne | 
away his face from them that delire to be acquainted | 
with him, giue diligent eare to your Miniſters Secr- | 
mons and Catechizings, and meditate ſeriouſly afecr 
; of that which you hauc heard and off:r your ſelfeto 
| your PaltoQur and Shepheard of your (oule, be nor. 
| ſtrange vnto him; as chough you cared not for him, | 

| but let him ſee your amendment and converſion, and | 
be better acquainted with him, bur yet in linglenes | 


 waucring, lct nothing terrific or atfright you ; what- 
ſocuer men iudge, ſay, or doe, care not you for that, 
nor be troubled, be ruled by the aduice of your mini- 

ſter, 


an oth:r kinde of Preacher than hee , Or they would ; 
haue none, Eucn fo if lefus Ctirift ſhould come to | 
| preach ainong you in mans appearance, you Conceit | 
| your elle thas you would heare him as Chriſt , but | 
withall; you haue a (ſecret confulcd imagination of 
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ter, before any other, and let your foote weare |* 

his threaſhold, for you ſhall inde more comfore , 
| pleaſure and delight in his company than cuer 
you had in any thing all the daics of your vani- 
tic, yea, you ſhall more 8nd more percciue in what 
a molt miſcrable eſtate yuu were in, and thole rc- 
bels your rich gluttons are in, vnlelle they repent : 
You ſhall by Gods grace in time come to a more 
cleare, and perfeA diſcerning of all things. You 
\ know the olde Prouerbe commonly vicd, they that 

are in Hell thinke there is ns other Heauen, and 
the Oxe thinkes hee is going to the ſtall, when hce 
goes to the ſhambles, Bee not deceived : The men 
of this world , which you dos call wile fen{ible men, 
arc ledde by their ſenſe, and woridly craft to the 
Deuills Larder-hauſe. And as the Apoſtle (ayes , 
when they thinke themlſclucs to be wile, they become 
very fooles. 

I haue ſpoken thus boldly vnto you , becauſe 
| I take you-to be my friend ; for I am ure that [ 
am yours ; if you any way doubt of it, try mee in 
any thing wherein I can p'caſure you ; onely let 
mee intreat you to conſider oor} this point that 
you and I have thus reaf-incd of, I have a good 
hope that howſocuer you haue beene miſledde a 
| long time, all the Angells in Hcauen ſhall reioyce 
| 11 your converlion, And I doe like you a great 
; deale the better, becauſe you have nor Icfr mee, 

and gone away from ee in achate, clp:ciallie be- 
ing that | hauc dealt {o plainely with you as | l:aus | 
done, | 
Mateolog, 1 cantel you , if you had ſpoken fo to | 
ſome of our cowne, ti-cy would lit on yuur Skutes while 
| they liued, . 
Eulalus. Likeenough : for it is the property of 
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*- | fleſh and bloud to be revengefull , bue the: Apo- 
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ſtle teacheth vs another leflon : e fuenge net your | 
ſelues, I will repay ſaith the Lord: My $kirts are 
as well ablc to beare a Feather, as it is to fie on 
them ; I eruſt chat ſo long as I give them no other 
| occalion then 1 haue done, they ſhall haue no faft 
litting , for the Lord will not lraue them ehat feare 
him , in their enemies hands, | 

The Lord grant that I may fee ſome Fruiee of this 
conference in you at Our next meeting. 

By this ſhort Dialogue it appeareth how the word 
of GOD is molt commonly and generally heard 
and receiued, , yea,cucn of all ; that are-nor ſani- 
fied :: For they doe either: altogether hcaze ir as the 
word of man, or at lcaſt when itis particularly ap- 
_ , for cheir conucelion, and reformation , then 


cgin they cuer to. ſeeke out arguments (for the $o- 
philter the Father of lycs is at hand ) for their 
hard hearts, for their [uſtfull living » for theſaluing 
of an cuill and corrupt. conſcience, drawne fromthe 
perſon of the Miniſter z yea, and .to ſeeke. our ano» 
ther ſhepheard, ( ſome that Satan hath pickr-in at 
the window ) whom they may obie& againſt him : 
who if hee bea good Scholler , politicke and. craf- 
ty for his owne aduantage, and of Gentleman-like fa- | 
| ſhion, then is hee , and ſuch like to be preferred be- 
| fore their owne Miniſter, and ſuch like , without all 
' compare. And indcede, to ſay the truth, there is no 
| more compariſon betweene them , then berweene 
| Pagl , andthe learned preachers, that ſo flouriſhe at 
; Corinth, A foole will ſceke out excuſes for his foo- 
' liſhnes. 

Whrrefore (ceing that this is the fourth and high- | 
eſt degree of Faith , whereby a.maneucn ſteps vpin-| 
to heauen, the Apoltle, and all faithfull Shepheards, 

[ haue | 


| 


—— _ 


477 FART S ” m—_—_— 


——— amen 5 - 
ODD Do It > AIC EINE nn nn can 0 regs 


— —_—_— AUINS. col” GF-ciO Pers oor A 92 


==" INS ACID" 
”_ = IS 


ED ee > een e—_—_—_— _— 


Prou.6.10. 


hw —_—__ 


| haue great cauſe of reioycing (as the Angells in Hea- 
; ver; alſo haue ) and of thankſgiuing without ceaſing, 
| when any man. hearcth-the word , not as theirs , but | 


| they hearc indeede, but with vnbelecuing hearts , | 
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as Gods, ſeeing thatthey atone, and nohkyþut they | 
doe hcare , know, and fullow Chrilt their chiefe ſhep. | 
heard, | 

This then is the condemnation of t 


j 


world, that 


' doubting, and wauering| minds, and ina dreaming and | 
| (lumbering manner, being like to Salomon: ſluggard, 
; Progerbs 6,10, Tet aluttle ſleepe, a little ſlumber , a lit- 
tle fonlding of the hands to ſleepe ; the weather 14 colde, 
| there 18. a Beare, ora Lyon mm the way ; It is yetcearly &- 
| nough, there is no time yet oucrpaſt : many labour 
| and trauell ; hauing noreſt night nor day , yet doc 
they live and die in pouerty ; many lye and leepe, 
[yet wealth commeth on them vnlooked for : That 
which will be , will be : It is but even happen good, 
haue good, one good'fortune or other will befall 
; Mcc> I ſhajldoe as well as I can, and as others haue 
| done before mee, And thus doth flothfulnelle get 
| the vpper hand, and hold polleſſion till, till at the 
| length poverty come ſodenly, and neceflity likc an ar- 
, med mane. | _ | 
| This is the common prafiiſe of dead-hearted, and 
worldly minded men , they are continually called 
vpon, iogged, and rouzed, yet they heare, and heare 
not ; like dreamers, and are poſleſt with the (pirit of 
ſlumber, Their hearts arc fixed, and affeRions (et on 
the carth and carthly things, euen as the tree'is 6xcd, 
and rootedin the carth. They louc to lycand liue (c- 
curely in ſinnc, being drunken with the profes , plea- 
lures, delights, pompe and pride of this world, having 
no atteRion nur tancy to God and godlythings, being 
| terrers, adultercetles, and fornicators of this world, 


| | alto- | 
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| 


| 


altogether vnlike and contrary to the ſpouſeof Chriſt 
inthe Canticles. 


| lince. 


| 
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Hence itis, that they imagine and reaſon in them- 
felueslike the ſluggard ; yet a little more pleaſure in 
ſinne, alittle more ſolace and delighrin fleſhly luſts , 
a little longer ſpace of liuing afterthe pleaſant conceits 
and imaginations of mine owne heart, there is yet no 
eime oucr-palt, I ſhall repent and amend in my latter 
dayes, God is mercifull, and will not ſo ſtriatly deaJe 
with vs as theſe preciſe Preachers doe beare vs in 
hand, that would haue vs to be ruled and ordered by 
their phantaſticall imaginations: they would hauc 
they know not what , and for ought we lee ; they are 
as ill as others, T his preciſe kinde of preaching is 
come vp but of late yeares, and Ithinke there were 
as good Chriſhans before, as euer there haug beene 


| | *; 
Theſe and a thouſand (ſuch like follies doc'they | 


imagine and. vtter , tending all to the blinding and | - 


hardning of themſclues in their (infull and rebelliovs 
courſes. That which a man hath a ſpeciall loue, li- 
king, and inclination to of himſelfe , hee may ſoone 
be perſwaded vnto by another, for any reaſon,though 
neuer lo weake andicely feedeth him, and confirmeth 

him ; whereas the ſtrongeſt dillwaſions that may: be 
ſhall preuaile little or nothing, or but for the time | 


. . | 
| preſent 2 Againe, on the contrary, if. a man out of 


| 


| 


| 


his owne heart and judgement haue no liking nor in- 
clination , though hee be neuer ſo earneſtly tet vpon, | 
and by moſt ſound and ſtrong reaſons be diflwaded ty | 
another ; yet can hee be little mouedor (lirred;' but e> 
uer returneth backe againeto his former. diſlikes, like '/ 


| the heauy ſtone, that being rouled by great ſtrength// 


vpward,doth of it ſelfe retire backe againe, ſo ſoone ax | 


| we hold oft our hands, | 
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| | belceurd Noahs preaching) tw the flood came, and tooke 
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heauy, and ſtony, the Rrongelſt reaſons that may be 
though never {0 plaine' and evident, yea,the very 
bare word of the text , being the immediate word of 
God, can preuaile lietle or nothing with them , they 
are ſo ſtrongly potleſt with contrary imaginations , 
| Iuſftsand detires : but on the contrary, any w-ake, (il- 
ly and fooliſh reaſon, any ignorant (prech & gronnd- 
| lefſe opinion feedeth then , and confirmeth them in | 
| their ſinfull courſes. Any thing will perſwade the (lug- 
| gardto be idle; oany thing will mooue the finner ro 
| ſpirituall idlenetfe; And thus will thoſe drunken and 

ſleepy ſinners doe, till death ſummon them to iudge- 

ment, and till the houſe be fired over their heads, and 
| round about them, I meane till the elements melt,and 
| the heauens paſſe away wich « noiſe , as our Saviour 
| Chriſt ſaith, Matthew 24. 38. 39. es inthe dajes be- 
| forethe flood, they did eate and drmke, marry, and grne in 
| marriage, wmiothe day that Noah entred into the « Arke, | 
| and lorery nothing ''(/ for they little regarded, and lcetle| 


| them 'all away .; (o ſpall the comming of the Sonne of | 
| Man be, 

| '\ Therefore it is no maruei]e if men:cotrimonly caſt 
away the word of God preached, as but the word of 
man ; but ict isa maruetle rather that men ſhould heare 
it as the word of God, taking no offenceat the perſon 
of the Preacher: for this proceedeeb of ſupernatural! 
grace, but che other comes'of naturall blindnefle and 
couriuption. Greaticauſe therefore haue we to reioyce 
and: giye thankes to Guy forthern, that recciue rhe 
Word from vs , not as our word; butas the Wordof 


GOD; which is an evident token of truc conuer- 
ſion, 4 + EF 
| In this manner of recciving the 'word hee confir- 


" Thus iti with obſtingre ſinners, whoſe hearts are (_ 


| meth 
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{ meth them, by auouching that the word preached is | 
indeed the word of Gods own mouth: By which briefe 
| alſeucration, hee preucntethand cutteth off all obie- 
ions, ; 
Furthermore hee amplifieth this their manner of| 

receiving the word, by the efficacy of the word in / 
them [which worketh in you: The word of man worketh 
on ihe naturall affeRions, and moutth them but to 
that,to which they haue an inclination in themſeclues : 
but the word of God worketh in man by regenerating | 
and ſanAifying tim, that denying himſelfe hee might | 
be tranſplanted into Chriſt, and bring forth fruit in 
him,tothe honor of God,not tothe profit of himiſclfe, ' 
which no naturall man can doe. Philoſophy and mo- | 
rall education inftrut:th and ordereth the life and 
manners, by reſtraining the brutiſhnelle of line, but it 
changeth not a man from being a bruit, Heerein then 
is the cuident difference betweene Gods word,and hu- 
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mane doctrines, and inſtructions, 

This working of the word hereſtraineth to the be- 
[eeuers [i you, ]withoutfaith we are dead in treſpaſles 
and ſinnes, Ephe/.2,r. And our Sauiour Chriſt faith, 
The time ſhall come, and now ts , whes the dead ((inners ) 
ſhall heare the voice of the Soune of God,and they that hear 
i (with humble, penitent, and obedient hearts) ſhall 
live, Allothe Apolile faith, Epheſ.5.14. eAwake thou! Epheſ.g.14, 
that ſleepeſt (in worldly and fleſhly affeRions, & luſts ) 
and ftand vp fram the dead, and Chriſt foal gine thee hight, 
Now the dead receive no nouriſhment. therefore nei- 
ther they that want faith, as the Apollle ſaith, Heb.4.| Hib.4.2. 
2.The word which they heard,profited them not becauſe it 
was not mingled with faith in them that heardit. 

In the 14 verſe following, hee prooucth that the 
word of God wrought in them by the outward worke |._ 
or cffeQ, [ For ye are become followers of the Churches of | *, 
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| Iudea i ( hriſt : For you hane ſuffered the [ame things of 
| your owne corntrimeny as they haue of the Tewes. Thigyis a |: 
| {ure and cuident argument of truc%hearing and belee- | 
| ving g'to immiratethe godly, and to haue fellowſhip 
| and communion with them. Further, this fellowſhip 
' | and imitation is proued andtrycd by the fire, namely 
by their ſuffering withrrhem, this ſuffering is further 
tryed by the perſons perſecuting [their owne conn- 
E \tremen, friends, kemsfolker, exc.) for that is the 
| 42preatelt perſecution of all, and which 
can leaſt be endured, where- 
fore it trieth a Chriſtian 
man euen to the 
heart, 
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